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Welcome to the September 2013 Newsletter

Normally, the front page of our newsletter has the usual message from Vince Haywood; however this month Vince 
has not being a well man, in fact has been in hospital for nearly two weeks with a cyst on his appendix.

Vince is now back at home, continuing with his antibiotics, it is likely that Vince will need an operation to remove 
his appendix in two weeks.  Vince is hoping to be at the next committee meeting on the 12th September.  I am sure all 
members will join me in wishing Vince a speedy recovery.

Sadly, we also have had a number of other members in hospital in the past month.  Alan Stevens, John Loudon and 
Barry Byrnes.  There is more news on each of these gentlemen in the newsletter.

This month’s newsletter has information on a number of forthcoming social functions, which includes the  
Retired Members Association’s Christmas Party.  This year our Christmas Party will be held on Thursday,  
21st November 2013 at a new location close to Petersham Railway Station.  Please see inside this month’s newsletter 
for further details.

There is also a lunch on the Thursday, 19 September 2013 at the Woronora River RSL and Citizens Club, again there 
full details of this event in this month’s newsletter.  

Once announced, this year’s annual trip-away to Forster was soon booked out.  This newsletter has information on 
the trip-away and its events.  On the subject of the trip-away, there is a cordial invitation extended to members who 
live in the area to attend a special meeting of the Retired Members Association on Wednesday, 16th October 2013 at 
10.30 am.  The meeting will give local members an opportunity to renew acquaintances over lunch and a few drinks.  
While the trip-away is booked out for membership traveling and staying with us at Forster, we extend a cordial 
invitation to local members and friends to join us on either bus tour or lake cruise over the week at Forster.  Again, 
this month’s newsletter has information on dates and costs.

Earlier, I mentioned the RMA Christmas Party, I am also aware that we are fast approaching the time of the year 
where our retirees usually get together with former workmates for a Christmas lunch and in the new year there 
are the ‘Technician in Training’ reunions.  The Retired Members Association is pleased to assist organisers of these 
events with the publication of notices in the newsletter.  Our circulation is close to thousand copies each month.  I 
would remind that there are only two more issues (October and November) of the newsletter for the remainder 
of this year.  Therefore, please let us know as soon as possible if we can assist.  We need your notices by the last 
Wednesday of the month for publication in the October 2013 newsletter.

Bye for now, 

Paul Rewhorn, Editor

Paul Rewhorn

RMA Monthly Meetings
The Retired Members’ Association meets on the 4th Thursday of the month (February to November)

 at 10.15 am.  The meeting venue is the Finance Sector Union (FSU) meeting room:
 Level 2, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Exception is the May Meeting held at Woy Woy Leagues Club, Central Coast
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Reg Clive Cook
The Retired Members Association was sadden to learn the 
news that Reg Clive Cook had passed away on the  
25th July 2013 after a short illness.  Only a few weeks 
earlier, Reg was admitted to an aged care facility.

Reg was a member of our Association for over 22 years.  
His membership number was 34.

Reg is the father of Bruce Cook and daughter Pam.  

The Retired Members Association extends its deepest 
sympathy and condolences to Bruce and Pam, other family 
members and friends. 

Brian Coote
 
Lionel Lyneham advised the Retired Members Association 
that Brian Coote had passed away on the 20th July 2013 in 
Melbourne.  A funeral service was held for Brian at Drouin, 
Victoria on the 29th July 2013.

Brian was a member of our Association for seven years until 
his passing away.  

Brian joined the former Postmaster General Department as 
Telegram Boy in Sydney.  Brian then became a Technician in 
Training in 1954 and appointed to a position in the former 
Parkes Divisional Engineers District in 1959.   Brian worked 
in the Parkes area for the remainder of his career.

Brian retired in the early 1990s.  Brian was very involved in 
the old cars club and with friends started the Parkes Antique 
Motor Club.  Brian was also involved with community radio 
and was an announcer on 2IVR broadcasting his much loved 
jazz.

The Retired Members Association extends it condolences 
and deepest sympathies to Brian’s wife June, other family 
members and his many friends.
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Special Presentation:  
Battle of the Atlantic 
October General Meeting
Phil Orchard a long standing member of the Retired Members Association will be giving a presentation on the Battle of the 
Atlantic at the October General Meeting to be held on Thursday, 24 October 2013.

Phil Orchard was a member of the Merchant Marine during the Second World War and part of a contingent of Australians who 
served in the Battle of the Atlantic.  The British Government invited Phil along with a number of Australian veterans from the 
Battle of the Atlantic for a series of commemoration events centred on the cities of Liverpool, London and Derry-Londonderry.

The Battle of the Atlantic was the longest continuous military campaign in the Second World War, at its height from mid-1940 
through to the end of 1943.

Members will no doubt find Phil’s presentation both interesting and very informative.

Membership News
The recent weeks has seen a number of members 
in hospital.  The front page of the newsletter 
mentioned Vince Haywood in hospital being 
treated for an infection on his appendix.  Vince is 
now home recovering but is expected that he will 
require an operation to remove his appendix in 
about two weeks.  Best wishes Vince for a speedy 
and uncomplicated recovery.

John Loudon was in West Liverpool Private for an 
operation to fuse discs on his spine.  Current news 
is that John is making a sound recovery and is now 
at home.  Best wishes John for a full recovery.

Alan Stevens has had knee replacement surgery.  
Alan has told Peter Hack that he is in some pain 
but making progress.  Alan transferred from the 
hospital to a convalescent place in Hunters Hill on 
Saturday, 7th September 2013.  We are told that 
Alan is now working hard in the gym and pool as 
part of his physiotherapy programme.  Best wishes 
Alan for a full recovery.

Barry Byrnes is again in hospital after a previous 
long stint in hospital.  Barry’s wife has advised 
John lane that Barry was admitted to hospital with 
respiratory problems, perhaps a hangover from a 
recent bout of pneumonia.  Barry was keen to have 
lunch with fellow RMA members.  We trust Barry 
will be well soon and able to have that lunch.

Retired Members Association’ 
Christmas Party

Thursday, 21 November 2013
Finding a location for our Christmas Party in Sydney 
CBD is becoming an increasing difficult task, particularly 
bearing in mind the need for an affordable meal and 
reasonable prices for drinks.

This year after checks of available Sydney CBD locations, 
the decision has been made to have our Christmas party 
at the Petersham RSL.  A number of Telstra workplace 
reunions have been at Petersham RSL.

Petersham RSL (7 Regent Street) is located close by 
to Petersham Railway Station.   It is understood that 
Petersham Railway Station does not have lifts for access 
to street level.  Accordingly, we will publish a bus 
timetables between City - Petersham -  Strathfield in 
next month’s newsletter.

The Christmas Party will be held at 12 pm on 
Thursday, 21st November 2013.  The cost will be $40 
per head and will cover a three-course meal and 
lucky door prizes.

Payment can be made either at the General Meeting 
or via posting a cheque to the Secretary, at the address 
shown on page 2 of the newsletter.
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Asbestos:  Hotline Number Correction 
1800 067225
Our July 2013 Newsletter issue featured an article on 
asbestos exposure following reports in the media 
of asbestos being found in cable pits in the Penrith 
area, as part of the NBN national broadband rollout.

Following on from the Penrith incident and Telstra’s 
acknowledgement that a number of its cable pits 
may contain asbestos, the CWU Telecommunications 
and Services Branch (NSW) negotiated a contact 
point within Telstra for ex-employees to use to 
register their possible exposure with asbestos or 
check if individual details are already for exposure 
on a Telstra register. 

The July 2013 article published the 1800 number, 
however Telstra inadvertently provided the CWU 
with the incorrect number.  The correct hotline 
number is 1800 067 225

Telstra has requested when members contact them 
on the hotline that they have their AGS/employee 
number and their approximate dates of service 
so they can retrieve the personal files from their 
archives and add the asbestos claim to their details. 
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The Retired Members annual trip-away, this year to 
Forster was booked fully within a few weeks.

This year the trip-away take place in October hopefully 
taking advantage of warmer weather.  Just a reminder, 
Monday, 14th October 2013 has the members travelling 
via either XPT and coach service or via personal 
arrangements.

The RMA members will be staying Island Palms Motor 
Inn from Monday evening.  The Island Palms Motor Inn 
address is 115 The Lakes Way adjacent Wallis Lake and 
Forster Stockland Shopping Centre.  Also, the Motor Inn 
is close to Forster’s great beaches, restaurants and clubs.  
The phone number for the Island Palms Motor Inn is  
02 6554 5555.

On the Tuesday, there is an organised bus trip.  The bus 
tour is from 9am to 4pm.

On Wednesday, 16th October 2013 we meet with local 
members and old workmates at the Forster Club at  
19 Strand Street, Forster.  The meeting starts at 10.30am 
and is followed by lunch and a few drinks.

On the Wednesday evening there will be a cruise on the 
lake between 5 pm and 7.30 pm. The cruise will include a 
two-course dinner served on the boat.

On the Thursday, there is the second organised bus trip.  
The bus tour is from 9am to 4pm.

On Friday, 18th October, members will travel home from 
Forster.

Local Members Welcomed 
Local members and friends are welcomed to attend our 
special meeting on Wednesday, 16th October 2013 at 
the Forster Club (see above for address).  Also, they are 
welcomed to join on the bus trip on either or both days.  
The cost is $20 per person for each bus trip.  The dinner 
cruise is $38.

Please contact John Lane on 0417238687 if interested.

Forster Annual Trip-Away: 
Information for those attending
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AUSTRALIA

The Telstra Alumni program is about connecting Telstra people to one another and to Telstra. 
If you are a former Telstra employee and worked with us for two or more years you can join. 

Some of the benefits include:

 >  Staying connected to your former colleagues

 >  Discounts on Telstra products and services

 >  Access to prominent alumni and Telstra senior leaders

 >  Networking events

 >  Job opportunities

 >  Access to the latest Telstra and Alumni news

JOIN THE TELSTRA ALUMNI AND 
EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF CONNECTION

SIgN UP by vISITINg: telstra.com/alumni

Telstra Alumni
The Retired Members Association continues 
to receive requests for information concerning 
Telstra Alumni, an official program to help 
former and current Telstra employees stay 
connected to one another and to Telstra.

The RMA first published details about Telstra 
Alumni in April this year soon after the launch 
of the program.

The program offers numerous benefits 
to members including access to an 
interactive online community, discounts on 
Telstra products and services, networking 
opportunities, events, job opportunities and 
access to the latest Telstra and Telstra Alumni 
news.

Telstra Alumni also includes an offer of a10% 
discount.  However, as Telstra offers a number 
of service plans and with each person’s different 
requirements you need to carefully read the 
information available on the Telstra website and 
perhaps speak to a Telstra consultant before 
you make up your own mind.


