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RMA Monthly Meetings
The Retired Members’ Association meets on the 4th Thursday of the month (February to November)

 at 10.15 am.  The meeting venue is the Finance Sector Union (FSU) meeting room:
 Level 2, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Exception is the May Meeting held at Woy Woy Leagues Club, Central Coast

Continued on page 2

Welcome to what is the final newsletter for 2013.  The newsletter resumes in February 
2014.

The year is ending on a sad note as our thoughts go 
out to the victims of recent bushfires, especially to 
members Phil and Suzanne Dunlop who lost their 
home and mobile home in the Winmalee fire.  Phil and 
Suzanne have lived in Buena Vista Road for  
41 years and were one of the 43 out of the 91 houses in 
the street destroyed in the fire.

While we live in a country of contrasts nothing can 
prepare us for a loss such on this scale.

Unfortunately, I was not able to attend the  
October General Meeting added to this, John Lane 
was also away.  Vice President Bruce Coxall step-in to 
chair the meeting, thanks Bruce.  The October meeting 
was honoured to have our own Phil Orchard as guest 
speaker. Phil related his time in the merchant navy 
particularly in the Atlantic during the Second World 
War.  I believe it was an interesting and informative 
presentation. Phil and other veterans were guests of the 
British Government during commemorations for the 
70th anniversary of the Battle of Atlantic.  Thanks Phil.

Also, in October, the Retired Members Association 
had its annual trip-away.  The trip-away this year was 
booked out early with about 37 members on the trip.  
Due to a current health issue, I unfortunately missed 

the trip this year but the feedback was very good with 
an enjoyable time experienced by all.    It was also 
good to hear that a number of local members attended 
the special general meeting.

On the welfare side, I am pleased to report that  
Carol Hamblion is now over her health problems.  Also 
Kevin Connell is just out of hospital.  Rhian Mirgis 
is undergoing chemotherapy.  Rhian and Tod were on 
our Forster trip-away.  I am sure you will join me in 
extending my best wishes to both of them.

I was able to recently visit one of our more senior 
members Alf Barnes.  Alf’s membership number 
is 8.  Alf was one of the original committee of the 
Retired Members Association.  Alf and his lovely 
wife Irene have their home in Umina where I spent a 
terrific morning with them.   Alf took great pleasure in 
showing me his workshop of lathes, bench drill, saws 
and sanders, still being put to good use.

I also called in to see Frank Morton, ex-OIC of mine.  
Frank was OIC at Lidcombe and Burwood SID’s and 
although housebound is being well cared for by his 
delightful wife Peg. Frank is in good spirits and sends 
his best to all.
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I rounded off my day with a visit to Laurel Rogers in 
Wyong Hospital. Laurel is undergoing an extensive stay 
at Wyong but assures me good progress is being made.
Get well soon Laurel; we need you and Wolf back at our 
General Meetings.

No doubt you read in our newsletter tributes to members 
who have passed away during year.  This Christmas will be 
the first that their family and friends will be without them.  
Our thoughts and bests wishes remain with them at this 
time.

We can be justly proud of our Association.  The year has 
been a good one for our association with membership just 
short of 930.  Our meetings and social functions have been 
well attended.

On the social side and newsletter are wonderfully organised 
by John Lane, Ross Keys and our editor Paul Rewhorn.  
Bruce Coxall maintains our membership list and website 
(which is undergoing a major revamp) as well Bruce 
doubles as Vice President.

Bob Hamblion (treasurer) and Allan Fairbairn do a 
magnificent job guarding our finances.  Peter Hack and 
Bruce Muirhead handle the secretarial side, a job that 
takes both time and dedication, attributes they displayed in 
spades. Special thanks must go Ralph Britten; whenever 
there’s a job to do Ralph is there to do it.

Finally, but in no way not least, we have our hard working 
committee members who are always there to provide 
assistance, advise and guidance.  Their efforts are always 
greatly appreciated.

While we are largely self-reliant organisation, we need 
acknowledge that we could not function without the support 
of our parent body, the NSW Branch of the Communication 
Workers Union.  The CWU provide the premises for our 
Committee Meetings and cover the cost of the printing and 
postage of our newsletter, thanks Alex and Ivka.

We must also thank another Union, the Financial Sector 
Union (FSU) that has now for many years generously 
allowed us use of their meeting room for our General 
Meetings, gratis.  Our thanks go to Geoff Derrick,  
Kerrie Sacco and Adrienne in the FSU.

Finally there is nothing more for me to say than on behalf 
of the Retired Members Association I wish all members and 
their families Compliments of the Christmas Season and a 
happy, healthy and prosperous 2014.

Vince.
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A Warm Welcome to New Members

This month, the Retired Members Association 
welcomes three new members.  I am sure 
current members will join me in welcoming:

Leonard Chilcott from Woolgoolga, NSW.  
Leonard last worked at Coffs Harbour and was 
a 1963 Technician in Training. 

Neil Baker from Giralang in the ACT.  Neil 
last worked in Canberra and was a 1965 
Technician in Training.

Michael Amato from Tuncurry NSW.  
Michael last worked at Taree and was a 1966 
Technician in Training.
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Jim McKee
The Retired Members Association is sadden to 
learn that Jim McKee passed away on the  
2nd August 2013.

Jim had been a member of our Association 
for over 22 years, a highly respected member 
who was well known in the Newtown district, 
especially at Petersham and Kingsgrove 
Telephone Exchanges.

Daughter Colleen, currently in a Nursing Home, 
survives Jim.  

The Retired Members Association extends its 
deepest sympathies and condolences to Colleen 
and friends.

The Association thanks Ron Whitlock for informing 
us of Jim’s passing away.

Keith Keene
The Retired Members Association is sadden to 
report the passing away of Keith Keene.

Keith passed away on Sunday, 3rd November 2013.  
A funeral service was held for Keith on Thursday, 
7th November.  Keith had worked in the  
Eastern Suburbs including exchanges Potts Point, 
Pitt and Dalley Street.

Keith is survived by his wife Erica (Ric) and children.

The Retired Members Association extends its 
deepest sympathies and condolences to Erica, 
family and his many friends.

Ryan John (Gregory) Kelly
John Alcorn recently contacted the Retired Members 
Association to inform us that Greg Kelly had recently 
passed away.  While known to everyone as Greg in 
the PMG/Telecom/Telstra, Greg’s full name was  
Ryan John Gregory Kelly.

Greg was a 1955 Technician in Training and spent 
his career in Construction, commencing with CI5, 
Contractors for a couple of years, CI1, LNE and finally, 
Construction Branch.

Greg retired in 1995 and lived at Warners Bay.  Greg 
was just 81 when he passed away.  A funeral service 
for Greg was held on Tuesday, 5th November 2013 at 
Rutherford.

Two daughters and their families survive Greg.

The Retired Members Association extends deepest 
sympathies to Greg’s family and friends.

Update on Bus Timetables for the  
RMA Christmas Party

A reminder again, the Christmas Party is being held 
at 12 pm on Thursday, 21st November 2013.   The 
location is the Petersham RSL, 7 Regent Street, 
Petersham (close to Petersham Railway Station).  
Please see map on the back page of the October 
newsletter.

Members will no doubt have little difficulty choosing 
a train service from either the City, Central or 
Strathfield Stations.  However we again remind that 
Petersham Railway Station does not have lifts for 
access to the street level.  Therefore some members 
may prefer bus travel. The October 2013 newsletter 
mentioned that travel arrangements would be 
subject to the new timetable commencing on the  
20 October 2013.

We can confirm the following bus times: 
Route 412 Railway Square George Street (Stand D) 
11.26 am arriving near Petersham Railway Station 
(Trafalgar Street) at 11.47 am.  The same bus departs 
George Street near Bathurst Street at 11.17 am.

There is a later route 412 bus leaving Railway 
Square at 11.46 am (same bus stop) that will arrive 
at Petersham Railway Station (Trafalgar Street) at 
12.07 pm. The same bus departs George Street near 
Bathurst Street at 11.37 am
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