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RMA Monthly Meetings
The Retired Members’ Association meets on the 4th Thursday of the month (February to November)

 at 10.15 am.  The meeting venue is the Finance Sector Union (FSU) meeting room:
 Level 2, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Exception is the May Meeting held at Woy Woy Leagues Club, Central Coast

Welcome to the March 2014 Newsletter

Welcome to the March 2014 newsletter.  February is the month; the Retired Members 
Association holds its Annual General Meeting. The 2014 AGM was well attended with 38 
members present.  This year, the Rail, Tram and Bus Union provided us with a meeting 
room, we thank the Rail, Tram and Bus Union for their kind support.  Next month we 
return to our normal meeting location provided by the Financial Sector Union (FSU).  
Over the years, the FSU has been generous allowing us the use of their main meeting room.  
We always remain appreciative of the FSU Support.
The first item on the AGM agenda is the election of an executive and committee for 2014.  

The meeting elected Allan Stevens as the Returning Officer to conduct the ballot.  As a result of the election process, 
there are several changes to our Executive and Committee.  Peter Hack decided to retire as Secretary with his pending 
move to Temora.  Bruce Muirhead our current Assistant Secretary now fills the Secretary’s position.  Ralph Britten will 
fill the resultant vacant Assistant Secretary position.  Ralph has 
given the Retired Members Association great service since its 
commencement.

Peter Hack is filling the Welfare Officer’s position pending his 
move to Temora.Sadly, John Hickey and Norm Nelson have 
resigned their positions on the committee due to ill health. We 
thank them for their hard work, good advice and dedication.  
Bruce Noake has joined the committee and we welcome the 
infusion of his new and dare I say, younger blood.

There are vacant spots on the committee and I ask anyone 
interested in joining our convivial band to put their name 
forward. I can guarantee you will have an enjoyable time at 
our committee meetings.  We hold our committee meetings on 
the second Thursday of each month from February through to 
November at the CWU offices.

A full list of the election results are in this month’s newsletter.

On the subject of the elections, I thank Allan for a great job as 
Returning Officer.  I also extend a warm welcome to everybody 
filling executive and committee positions.

Continued on Page 2

AUTUMN LEAVES LUNCH  
REMINDER

During March you will notice the days 
becoming cooler.  This should serve as 
a reminder that the Retired Members 
Association’s Autumn Leaves lunch 
will soon take place.
This year we are having the lunch on Thursday, 
15th May 2014.  The lunch is to be held at the 
Springwood Bowling Club.  The Club is a short 
7-minute walk east from the station.

Please mark this function in your calendar.  The 
April Newsletter will have the full details including 
train timetables to Springwood.
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New Committee for 2014
An important agenda item at the annual meeting is 
the election of new executive and committee. The 
following executive and committee were elected.

President: Vince Haywood 

Vice Presidents: Bruce Coxall and John Lane 

Secretary: Bruce Muirhead

Assistant Secretary:  Ralph Britten 

Treasurer:  Bob Hamblion 

Welfare Officer:  Peter Hack

Committee: Bob Clifford, Ralph Britten, Dave Morgan,  
Dick Orchard, Frank Ingersole, Jim Spencer,  
John Bryce, John McAuliffe, Bruce Noake, Ron Milosh,  
Allan Fairbairn, Trevor Anderson and Steve Flynn

John Lane, Vice President and Social Secretary has been hard 
at work in recent weeks to find guest speakers for our general 
meetings. John has also put forward possible social functions for 
2014. 

The first function for 2014 is the “Riverboat Postman” cruise 
on the Hawkesbury River, this has had terrific response. Future 
newsletters will have information on future social functions and 
guest speakers.  We will endeavour to provide as much advanced 
notice as possible.

The media has reported on graft and corruption in certain 
Unions.  The Federal Government has advised there will be a 
Royal Commission to identify possible corruption within various 
workplace organisations.

Irrespective of the government’s motivation for a royal 
commission, I am sure we are all sadden and disgusted by 
the actions of the guilty HSU officials. Ultimately, we need 
prosecutions where corruption exists.  Graft and corruption 
is not the sole province of Unions. The past year has seen 
corruption also in politics and within business. However, being 
members with a close affiliation with the Union movement, we 
expect the highest ethical standards from officials who have a 
duty is to attend to the needs of their members, not to line their 
own pockets.  I will have more to say on these matters as more 
information becomes available.

Continued from Page 1
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We have had already a tremendous response to our 
first social function for 2014, the Riverboat Postman 
cruise on the Hawkesbury River.
If you wish to go on the cruise, you need to contact 
us now (contact details are below).  You can pay for 
trip on the day. The cost for seniors is $44 and for 
those without a concession it is $50.
The cruise is on Thursday, 20th March The trip 
takes about three hours and leaves the Public 
wharf at Brooklyn at 10AM (right next to the 
Hawkesbury River train station).
You will find full details including a map and 
train timetable in the February 2014 newsletter.
Contact John Lane: 
 a-lane@bigpond.com.,   
T: 02 9521 5133 M: 0417 238 687

Reminder: Hawkesury River 
Cruise with the  

Riverboat Postman

Retired Members Association  
April Fools Day Lunch 

 
The April Fools Day Lunch will be held at the  
Kyeemagh RSL on Tuesday, 1 April.

The luncheon is an annual event that we keep in memory of our 
past social director, Denzil Fogarty.

The lunch starts about 12.30 pm and you are invited to arrive a 
little earlier (see bus timetable below) to enjoy a drink and meet 
with your Retired Members’ friends. 

Kyeemagh RSL is location is Tancred Avenue, Kyeemagh Sydney 
NSW 2216, (Phone: 02 9599 4509).

For members who would like to come via public transport, it 
is probably best that you come via train to Rockdale Station 
where you can catch a bus to the Kyeemagh RSL (Route 479, 
Geeves Avenue – Stand C) leaving at 11.41 am for Beehag Street, 
Kyeemagh (arrives at 11.52 am) and then there is a short 4 minute 
walk to the Kyeemagh RSL (see adjacent map).  The next bus to 
Beehag Street departs at 12.27 pm.

Going home, buses leave Beehag Street at the following times: 

1.23 pm: arriving Rockdale Station 1.34 pm.  
2.08 pm: arriving Rockdale Station 2.19 pm.  
2.53 pm: arriving Rockdale Station 3.04 pm. 
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Retired Members Association Presents OBE to Tod Mirgis

I had both the privilege and pleasure to  
present Tod Mirgis with an “Over Bloody 
Eighty” (OBE) Award at the February  
Annual General Meeting. 
Tod has been a member of the Retired Members 
Association for close on 22 years.

Tod has given great service to the union movement over 
the years. Tod has occupied both executive and branch 
councillor positions with the Technical Division of our 
union. Tod also represented the Union at ALP conferences.  

Tod’s earlier career with the then PMG was in the Central 
West around Orange area.  Tod later worked at Dalley Street 
and Haymarket Exchanges.  Ultimately, Tod became NSW 
Chairman of the Promotions Appeal Board.

The OBE award is an opportunity to acknowledge and 
thank Tod for a lifetime of support to the union movement.

Vince Haywood

Chris Cartledge will give a presentation at the April General Meeting about the objectives of 
the “Friends of the ABC”.  Chris is also a member of the Retired Members Association.
Members would have read and seen in the media, the 
federal government displeasure with two recentABC news 
reports.  The reports concerned Australian spying activities 
against Indonesia and alleged mistreatment of refugees.  The 
government has condemned the ABC for these reports with 
some government MPs branding the reports as  
un-Australian.  Both the Fairfax and News Limited were 
quick to support the Government’s criticism of the ABC

Surely, the government does not expect Australians to learn 
of these types of reports in the foreign media.  Remember 
it was the ABC that reported on alleged corruption within 
the building unions.  The government was swift to seize on 
these reports establishing a Royal Commission.

Fortunately, we have a democracy in this country with little 
direct action the Governments can take when these types of 
reports occur.  However, the government does have control 
of ABC finances and has initiated an audit of ABC finances.  
Continued attacks on the ABC in the press by government 
members may suggest the financial audit is a reprisal 
measure. 

Chris Cartledge’s presentation will be an opportunity for 
Retired Members to learn more about the objectives of 
the  “Friends of the ABC”.  The “Friends of the ABC” is an 
independent and non-profit organisation with the following 
objectives:

• to fulfil to a high standard its role as an independent 
and comprehensive national public broadcaster.

• to be adequately funded by government to fulfil its role

• to remain independent of government influence, 
commercial sponsorship and advertising.

• to promote Australian culture in all its diversity

The April Meeting will be held on Thursday, 
24th April 2014.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION - APRIL GENERAL MEETING
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Class of 1946 Reunion

Technician in Training Class of 1946 Reunion 
6th February 2014

Back L-R:  Bob Mason, Joe Cotton, Norm Ellis, Geoff Bruce, Ken Donovan, Stan Eldridge and Ron Andrew.
Front L-R: Ron Nimmo, John Davies and Spencer Anderson

The Technician in Training class of 1946 held their reunion on 6 February 2014. The class of 1946 is the 
earliest technician in training class who still hold their annual reunion.
This year, the reunion numbers were extended to 23 with wives and members from other training years 
in attendance.
More photos can be found on Telstra’s Alumni website

Sid Smith, John O’Reilly and Gerry Mergan
Kevin Connell (City South Telephone Exchange) and John Hickey 
(Customer Installation and Maintenance)  
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Members News Peter Hack

I now have a new position of Welfare Officer within the Retired Members Association. You will 
find my e-mail address and mobile number details on page 2 of the newsletter.  Please notify 
me of any member who is unwell or needs some support.
This month, I have the following news.

Peter Lygoe suffered a stroke on Christmas Day and 
sustained paralysis down his left side.  

Peter is now undergoing rehabilitation at Wingham 
Community Hospital.  While Peter is finding the going 
tiring, he has regained movement in his left leg and 
is walking short distances with assistance.  He is also 
gaining use of his left arm.

Peter and Kay are good spirits and very appreciative 
to everyone for their support, visits and phone calls 
and they wish to convey a big thank you to all.

Peter is well known on the mid North Coast and in 
recent years has organised an annual gathering at 
Port Macquarie of retirees who live on the  
mid North Coast.

I am sure all Retired Members Association members 
will join me in wishing Peter a successful recovery.  

If you wish to pass on messages to Peter, please e-mail 
either Shaun Higgins at sdhiggins@bigpond.com or 
Grahame Ellis at grahame.ellis@gmail.com.  They will 
pass your messages onto Peter and Kay.

Members at the February AGM were please to see 
Ross Keys in attendance.  Ross had a recent operation 
to remove a tumour in his throat.  Ross has made an 
excellent recovery and was out of hospital just a few 

days after his operation.  Ross attended the AGM 
where he thanked members who visited him, phoned 
or sent get-well message.  They were a great support 
to him and wife Christine.

John Loudon is recovering from back surgery.  While 
we have not seen John at the monthly meetings we 
understand that John is making a steady recovery.  
Best wishes John, we know we will see you soon at 
our meetings. 

New Members 
December and January has seen a number of new 
members join our Association.  Normally, I prepare an 
article welcoming each new member.  Unfortunately, 
the editor has informed me that this month the 
newsletter is short on space and a number of 
items have to 
carryover.  I will 
ensure the new 
members receive 
a warm welcome 
in the next 
newsletter.

Bye for now,

Peter.


