
CWU,  NSW Telecommunciations and Services Branch
N E W S L E T T E R

Retired Members Association

www.cwuretiredmembers.org May 2014

Vince Haywood

RMA Monthly Meetings
The Retired Members’ Association meets on the 4th Thursday of the month (February to November)

 at 10.15 am.  The meeting venue is the Finance Sector Union (FSU) meeting room:
 Level 2, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Exception is the May Meeting held at Woy Woy Leagues Club, Central Coast

Welcome to the May 2014 Newsletter

Remember the 

May Monthly Meeting is at 

the Woy Woy Leagues Club 

Details Inside!

Welcome to the May 2014 newsletter. I continue to be impressed with the good numbers that attend 
our monthly General Meeting.  There were 32 members at the April meeting.  The meeting was held in 

the school holidays and just prior to the ANZAC long weekend at time when demands are made on us for 
Grandparent duty.  Thank you for the support.

Still on the monthly meeting, John Loudon made a 
welcome return after a prolonged illness, wonderful to 
see you John.

Woy Woy – May General Meeting
Please remember the May General Meeting, as in past 
years, will be at the Woy Woy Leagues on Thursday, 
26th May 2014, the meeting starts at 10.15 am.  This 
month’s newsletter has more details including train 
timetables.  I look forward to seeing members from 
the Central Coast and Newcastle there.  I know 
members from Sydney like to travel to Woy Woy for 
the meeting.

Friends of the ABC
The April monthly meeting had a special treat, the 
opportunity to listen to a special guest speaker, our 
own Chris Cartledge.  Chris was a 1959 Technician in Training 
and was an active member of our Union both in the 
Illawarra region and at a Branch level.  It was Chris 
back in 2005 who advised and assisted the Retired 
Members Association to use e-mail to distribute 
our newsletter.  Today, more than 50 per cent of our 
membership receives a colour copy of the newsletter 
via e-mail.

Chris is a member of Friends of the ABC, a group that began 
back in 1976 when funding cuts to the ABC first took 
place.  He is active as President of the Illawarra branch 
of Friends of the ABC and is on the state management 
committee as well as being webmaster.  

Chris recalls that his appreciation of the ABC goes 
back to one of his earliest tasks in the then PMG.  This 
was to monitor the transmission of the ABC in the 
Illawarra area.  This required Chris and other staff in 
Wollongong Transmission to actually listen to the ABC 
broadcast. He has been hooked ever since.

Chris reminded the meeting that the ABC has a vital 
role to inform, educate and promote the culture of our nation.  Friends of 
the ABC continues as a group with the aim to defend 
and promote the ABC as Australia’s only independent 
broadcaster and oppose all efforts to censor the ABC.  

The Friends of the ABC is a non-political organisation that 
wants to see the ABC remain viable.  Currently, they 
are concerned that since the last election there has 
been a ratcheting up of attacks on the ABC and SBS 
from the government and its friends in the Murdoch 
media. The group’s concern is heighten by recent 
press reports that the public broadcaster’s senior 
management is now working on survival strategies as 
hostility intensifies before the May budget.

Continued on Page 2
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Friends of the ABC is currently encouraging Australians to write a personal 
letter, make phone calls or request meetings with their local Member of 
Parliament or Senator in their State to remind, particularly the Coalition 
members, of Mr. Abbott’s pre-election promise not to reduce ABC 
funding.  

I have been a proud member of Friends of the ABC for a number of years, 
you may also consider joining.  You can visit their website (fabcnsw.org.au) or 
phone them on 02 9990 0600.

Helping RMA Members to Keep in Touch 
Our Association is often able to facilitate individual reunions as well 
as the annual trainee reunions you see advertised in the newsletter.  
Recently, I was able to help bring together a couple of reunions, namely 
Pat Perry-Bolt and George Breese, who worked together on Subscriber 
Installation in the Liverpool area and Arch Douglas and Frank Eagles 
who hope to get together in June.

This month, the newsletter has notices where members are asking 
former workmates to get in touch.  If you have lost contact with a friend 
or workmate let us know, we will do our best to assist. 
On another personal note, I recently had a long talk with Pat Veigel.  Pat 
had been ill for sometime and now is well on the way to recovery. Keep 
up the good work Patty.

More Politics in this Newsletter Issue
I know our editor likes to have balance between political and general 
membership news articles.  However this issue is written before but is 
likely to be distributed just after the May Budget.  The newsletter has  
articles on the retirement age and the supposed budget crisis/
No doubt many members will have concerns as to the impact of 
the Budget given the “softening up” rumours in the media.  The 
government, as one political commentator put it “seems to be putting senior 
Australians in the front line to reduce the deficit”.   Sadly, with few exceptions, the 
media is not independantly analysing the budget situation.  Being 
overlooked is the supposed debt level crisis and the large taxation 
concessions going to wealthy individuals and companies, i.e. Google 
received advertisement revenue from Australia of around $2 billion and 
paid only $466,802 tax.  Articles in this month’s newsletter will help you 
to be informed.

APHEDA Annual Raffle
A final reminder that the APHEDA is having its annual raffle, which 
closes on, the 16th May. 

APHEDA was established to contribute directly to countries and regions 
of the world where men and women workers are disadvantaged 
through poverty, a lack of workplace,denial of labour and human rights, 
civil conflict and war.  Full details of the raffle are on page 2 of this 
newsletter.

Continued on Page 3

Welcome to the May 2014 Newsletter (Cont’d)
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Cheaper Postage Stamps for Seniors

Don’t forget if you hold a pensioner concession card you are 
entitled to fifty discounted postage stamps per year at the old rate 
of 60 cents. You might need the extra $5 after budget night.

You need to fill out a form at the Post Office or go to:
 http://auspost.com.au/media/documents/MyPost-Concession-Account-
application-form.pdf

Following my recent comments on greed and corruption within 
Union circles, it now seems that these particular human traits are 
not confined to this quarter alone. 

The ICAC Inquiry into political donations and subsequent 
resignations in the NSW Parliament has a long way to go.
 
As a footnote, apparently you can breakfast with Prime Minister 
Abbott for the bargain price of $11000; this is a bargain because 
it’s just below the individual disclosable limit of $12000, perhaps it 
will soon go up to $11999.

You will probably expect more than Weetbix and yoghurt at this 
price.

Bye for now 
Vince

Welcome to the May 2014 Newsletter (Cont’d)

Tour of the  
City Rail Control Centre

Ross Keys is currently in the process of arranging 
a tour of the City Rail Control Centre for Retired 
Members on Saturday, 28th June 2014.

The tour of the Control Centre must take 
place on a weekend on account of operational 
reasons.  The time planned for tour is either 
9.30am or 10 am.  The June newsletter will 
confirm the actual start time and the place 
where we will meet.

Ross would like members to indicate their 
interest in the tour via preferably e-mail at 
rosskeys@isp.net.au or phone on 0412 582 729

This is a reminder Retired Members Association 
will have its annual Autumn Leaves lunch at the 
Springwood Bowling Club on Thursday, 15 May 2014.

The Springwood Bowling Club address is  
81 Macquarie Road, Springwood  
(Phone 02 47511298), just a short 7-minute walk  
east from the station.

The April Newsletter has the train timetable.
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The media over the past few weeks is full of speculation around what will be in the Federal 
Budget.   

Reported budget leaks about what the budget will 
contain are an annual feature in the lead-up to a 
federal budget release.  The leaks usually come from 
government itself, ministers seeking to test and 
gauge the public’s reaction to a contentious budget 
item.   This year’s budget lead-up is no different.

Prior to the election, the Prime Minister promised 
no new taxes or reductions for pensions, health 
and education. Budget speculation now suggests 
otherwise.  The predictions are the federal budget 
will see the retirement age increase and a new 
indexation method for the age pension.  Other 
predictions include a co-payment when you visit 
your doctor, tightening eligibility for Family Tax 
Benefit and higher payments for medications under 
the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) to name 
just a view.

Budget leaks this year have come by way of the 
Commission Of Audit.  The Government has had 
this report for some weeks.  Some commentators 
speculate the report’s main value to the government 
is to frame the national conversation around the May 
budget, namely a debt problem.  Commentators 
also suggest, the government by its rejection of 
the Commission’s most savage recommendations 
will make it appear relatively moderate despite the 
budget having unpleasant items for seniors and 
families on low and average incomes.

As the federal budget rumours continue to emerge, 
the Prime Minister and Treasurer have been at pains 
to paint a gloomy picture of Australian economy.  The 
Federal Government particularly the Prime Minister 
and Treasurer have been telling us we have a budget 
emergency or crisis.  The Government’s favourite 
buzzword is “unstainable” when referring to the 
federal deficit.  They are quick to mention pensions, 
health services, and education and family assistance 
as the primary cause for their debt crisis.  They 

suggest the nation has been on a spending binge.  
Nothing can be further from the truth.

All three of the international rating agencies have 
just recently re-confirmed Australia’s AAA credit 
rating.   Further, government’s claims are not 
supported by international comparison figures for 
either government debt or expenditure on health 
and welfare.  

Perhaps, Ross Gittins, Economics Commentator for 
the Sydney Morning Herald sums it up best: 

“It turns out total spending is projected to grow at 
the rate of 5.3 per cent a year, while the economy 
grows at 5.1 per cent. That says there’s no big 
problem on the spending side”.

The Commission of Audit and the government have 
focused solely on expenditure ignoring two other 
budget items responsible for the budget deficit.  
*  Taxation expenditure (tax concessions and   

 deductions) 
*  The low taxation receipts since the Global   

 Financial Crisis (GFC).  

Taxation Expenditure 

Unfortunately, the media reports on the forthcoming 
federal budget have focused on what may be in the 
Commission of Audit report and budget predictions.  
The media could have better served the public if it 
focused on the deductions and concessions given to 
wealthy superannuants and the fossil fuel industry. 
These two items alone cost taxpayers at least $45 
billion every year (more than cost of $35 billion 
providing the age pension).

Seniors and Families in Front line to Reduce 
Budget Deficit

Continued on Page 5

Paul Rewhorn
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Low Taxation Receipts 

The Australian Treasury mid-year report attributed 
the lower taxation receipts to a few factors; weak 
economic growth and low commodity prices and the 
persistent high Australian dollar.

The Australian Treasury mid-year report goes on to 
make following comment:

“If the tax to GDP ratio was the same as it was in  
2007-08 (23.7 per cent), the year immediately prior to the 
GFC, tax receipts would be around $24 billion higher in 
2013-14 alone”.

Unfortunately today, the economic rationalists 
seem to hold sway; they constantly demand lower 
government involvement in the economy by way 
of less government spending and labour costs and 
minimal regulation.  The Audit of Commission is clear 
example of the economic rationalist approach.  Their 
terms of reference examined just direct expenditure, 
ignoring matters such as tax concession and 
deduction issues mentioned in this article.

The Audit of Commission committee is not 
representative of Australian society (seniors 
organisation representatives, welfare organisations, 

business or trade unions). Instead the Commission’s 
committee comprised only business representatives 
and two other people who have close ties to 
the current government.  The two business 
representatives were from the Business Council of 
Australia. The Business Council of Australia is an 
organisation known for its conservative outlook on 
economic and social reform matters.  The Business 
Council of Australia constantly rejects social reforms; 
always they argue there is not the money.

RMA members have sufficient life experience to have 
observed past rounds of government cutbacks and 
then their later response as a crisis arises.  The health 
portfolio is a good example.  An earlier government 
reduces health expenditure. Hospitals authorities 
respond usually with bed reductions together with 
a corresponding decrease in doctors and nurses 
numbers.  This eventually causes a crisis, as people 
suffer as result of unacceptable waiting times for 
elective surgery and overflowing emergency wards.   
A successive government then has to manage 
the crisis with an injection of extra funding.  
Unfortunately, the crisis continues as people endure 
unnecessary hardship until the extra funding has 
an impact.  Often the funding increase to resolve 
the crisis is more than the original planned savings.  
Similar examples occur with other government 
responsibilities.

There should be no future pension, health or 
education crisis caused by some exaggerated budget 
crisis.  Instead the government should take a broader 
examination of all the items (receipts, expenditure and 
concessions) that comprise a budget.  

 
Paul Bloxham, HSBC chief economist. - I don’t 
think we need to urgently get the budget back to 
surplus”. 
Saul Eslake, chief economist Merrill Lynch. - It 
was important to get the deficit under control in the 
longer term, but there were serious risks involved in 
moving too quickly
Kieran Davies, chief economist Barclays 
Australia. - “Most countries would be envious of 
Australia’s public finances as they currently stand”
Chris Richardson, economist, Deloitte Access 
Economics. – “We don’t need a surplus tomorrow,” 

Seniors and Families in Front line to Reduce Budget Deficit (Cont’d)
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OECD

United States

United Kingdom

Japan

Germany

France

Canada

Australia 36.4%

97.1%

115.8%

83.4%

231.9%

110%

106.3%

111.8%

Government Debt as Percentage of GDP

Only four OECD countries have Government Debt to GDP ration lower then Australia.
Estonia 13.1%, Korea 36%, Luxemboug 34.6% Norway 35.4%

1964
Technicians in Training

Do you know about 50 Year Reunion?

There is committee currently organising the 50-year reunion of 1964 Technicians in Training.   The reunion 
is to be held on the 6th September 2014.

The Committee maintains a very good contact list but is concerned there could be some 1964 trainees still 
missing from the list.  If no one has contacted you as yet, there is a good chance you are not on the contact 
list.  

Please contact John Hendry at jhendry@bigpond.com or 02 69316931 to be added to the contact list and 
you will receive information about this and future reunions

Peter Amos



- 7 -

CWU Retired Members Association Newsletter

May 2014

Trains to Woy Woy

Trains from Woy Woy

8.45 am 8.58 am 9.07 am 9.10 am 9.22 am 10.00 am

1.56pm 1.43 pm 1.33 pm 1.30 pm 1.20 pm
12.35 pm 12.52 pm

12.44 pm
12.26 pm

2.26 pm 2.13 pm 2.03 pm 2.00 pm     1.50 pm

1.41 pm 1.51 pm

  1.15 pm   1.36 pm  1.03 pm 2.35 pm 2.45 pm

  2.35 pm   2.52 pm 3.54 pm 4.04 pm

  1.11 pm
2.56 pm 2.43 pm 2.33 pm 2.30 pm 2.20 pm   1.44 pm
3.26 pm 3.13 pm 3.03 pm 3.00 pm 2.50 pm   2.11 pm

  2.26 pm
3.56 pm 3.43 pm 3.33 pm 3.30 pm 3.20 pm   2.44 pm

9.17 am9.38 am9.50 am 8.17 am 8.07 am

MAY GENERAL MEETING
TRAIN TIMETABLE

To Be Held at 
WOY WOY LEAGUES CLUB, 82 Blackwall Rd, Woy Woy

on Thursday, 22 May 2014; 
Commencing 10.15 am

Note there are two services that leave Woy Woy for 
 Gosford and Newcastle at 1.26 pm and 2 pm 
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8.6 % Australia

12.2% Great Britian

19% European Nations
(Austria, France, Italy, Belgium)

9.7% United States

13% OECD Average

OECD FIGURES for
SPEND ON WELFARE

(Welfare Spend as Percentage of GDP)
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Rod Fuller

Recently I have been in contact with Rod Fuller to find out that he is not 
too well.  Rod has a debilitating condition that affects his mobility.  Rod 
relies on a wheelchair and walking frame.  

Rod tells me he would enjoy a talk with his old workmates, his phone 
number is 02-9484-6332.

Graeme Crundwell

Graeme Crundwell and Paul Rewhorn, our newsletter editor had a phone 
conversation recently.

Graeme was Paul’s first OIC at the Overseas Radio Terminal after he 
completed his first year in the training school.  

Graeme was a 1940 Technician in Training and after period working in 
the Bourke Area came to Sydney and to work at City North, Overseas 
Radio Terminal and finally as OIC at City South Carrier Terminal until his 
retirement in 1978.

Graeme now lives in Cooma where he has been since shortly after his 
retirement. Graeme is in good health and told Paul if any of his old 
workmates would like to get in contact with him, Graeme phone number 
is 02 6452 5456

Peter HackMember Update


