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RMA Monthly Meetings
The Retired Members’ Association meets on the 4th Thursday of the month (February to November)

 at 10.15 am.  The meeting venue is the Finance Sector Union (FSU) meeting room:
 Level 2, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Exception is the May Meeting held at Woy Woy Leagues Club, Central Coast

Bill Cowie Awarded OBN

On Friday 11th July, Vice President John Lane and Treasurer Bob Hamblion presented  
Bill Cowie with a “Over Bloody Ninety” (OBN) Award.  The presentation took place with 
morning tea at Bills Retirement Resort at Beauty Point, Padstow Heights overlooking the 

Georges River and the 
Shire.  With Bill at the 
presentation was his 
daughter Sue and  
son-in-law Greg Suttle.

Bill has been a member 
of the Retired Members 
Association since 1985 
(member number 61).

Bill spent most of his 
career in the Newtown 
District and can still 
easily recall all of the 
eight exchanges in 
the “5” group.  Bill’s 
responsibilities included 
exchange maintenance, 
subscriber maintenance 
and fault dispatch.

Bill was in the same 
army unit as fellow RMA 

member the late Max Wright.  They served together in the jungles of Papua New Guinea in the Second World 
War.

Today, Bill remains fit and well and maintains his good health with a three-kilometre walk every day.

Congratulations Bill on a successful career, a long association with the RMA, a healthy retirement and your 
dedicated service to our country.

Photo Left:  Bob Hamblion, Daughter Sue and John Lane with Bill Cowie.  Photo Right: Bill Cowie with OBN Award.
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Roy (Gus) Power
The Retired Members Association is sadden to report that 
member Roy Power passed away at home on Tuesday,  
1st of July 2014.  

A large number of family, friends and workmates 
including many RMA members attended a service for Roy 
on 9th July 2014.  Roy was a member of our Association 
for over 27 years (member number 90).

Fellow member Phil Griffin delivered one of the eulogies 
at the service.  Phil has kindly allowed us to use excerpts 
in the following tribute.  Thank you Phil.

Roy joined the former Postmaster Generals Department 
in late 1948 as a clerk at the Inverell Post Office.  Where 
Roy applied for a position in the technical division.  
Successful, Roy commenced an unbelievable journey 
through the PMG, Telecom and Telstra.

Roy became an acting technician in July 1954.  Eight 
months later he was a Technician in Training going onto 
his appointment as a Senior Technician in April 1960.

Roy worked in Exchange Installation.  He installed most 
of the technologies (strougher, switchboards, step by 
step, power rooms, carrier, ARF, ARE). Then finally the 
latest technologies still in use today, AXE.  Roy worked 
predominately in the City and East City exchanges.  Roy 
had a reputation as a trouble-shooter and was often 
relied upon to finish a project that was in trouble.

Roy was well respected by his staff.  Roy had a soft spot 
for the kids that came from the bush and he knew how 
hard it was to survive in the big smoke living in boarding 
houses.  He was always approachable and loved a chat.

After Roy retired,  he enjoyed playing golf.  Phil recalls 
that he would see Roy pulling his buggy across the  
Mt Colah Bridge in the early morning and then again 
coming home in the afternoon.

Phil also recalls Roy’s garage.  There was an old PMG 
buzzer rigged up for his wife Mary to buzz him from 
upstairs.  An old brass adjustment desk lamp for reading 
the form guide, a radio tuned into 2KY and a phone at the 
ready to call the TAB.

Phil described Roy as a mentor to many, a Supervisor, a 
Senior Technician, a friend, a mate and above all a bloody 
good bloke.  He will be missed.  

The Retired Members Association extends its deepest 
sympathy and condolences to Roy’s wife Mary, son Luke, 
other family members and Roy’s many friends.
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Welcome to the August 2014 Newsletter
Vince Haywood

Welcome once again to your monthly Retired Members Association newsletter.
Our July General Meeting had thirty-five members in attendance.  It was pleasing to see 
ex-committeeman and Life Member, Phil Orchard at the meeting.  I hope with the weather 
becoming warmer we will see many more members in attendance.  
The meeting had a note from Ralph Britten.  Sadly, 
Ralph has felt the need to tender his resignation 
as Assistant Secretary.  Ralph has not been in good 
health lately and has just returned home from a 
spell in the Auburn District Hospital. He is making a 
speedy recovery.

Ralph Britten

The Retired Members Association owes a great debt 
of gratitude to Ralph Britten.  Ralph took on the 
position of Secretary and Editor from Bert Harris in 
1996.  He carried out these duties until 2001 passing 
on the secretary position to Peter Hack.  Ralph 
continued as the newsletter editor right up until 
2009.  In recent years, Ralph has taken a particular 
interest in members’ welfare.  Many a member not 
too well would receive a friendly call from Ralph. 

Ralph came back to the Assistant Secretary position 
on 2011 following Peter Hack’s move to Temora.  
We still look forward to seeing Ralph at our general 
meetings and social functions.  I am sure all 
members will join me in wishing Ralph a speedy 
recovery.

We are fortunate that Bruce Noake has stepped 
up to fill the Assistant Secretary position.  It never 
ceases to amaze me how, when a position becomes 
vacant, a candidate steps forward, it is a hallmark of 
our Association.

RMA Awards

One of the privileges of being president is the 
opportunity to present awards to our members.  I 
had the pleasure at the July General Meeting to 
present Dennis Richardson with the Over Bloody 
Eighty (OBE) Award.  Dennis is a great supporter of 
our Association and regular attendee at our general 
meetings and social function and always-great 
company.  This month’s newsletter has photos of the 
award and an article on Dennis.

This month’s newsletter also has an article on our 

Over Bloody Ninety (OBN) award to Bill Cowie.  
Committee members Bob Hamblion and John 
Lane presented Bill with his award.  Bill has been a 
member of our Association since April 1985.  Bill has 
membership number 61.  Congratulations Bill. 

I was recently in touch with Laurel Rogers.  I am 
pleased to report that her health is improving.  
Laurel and Wolfie Haeberlandt send their best to 
their friends in the RMA.

Founding Committeeman Alf Barnes is also doing 
well. According to his lovely wife, Irene, “Alf is out 
the back, working in his shed”. Just about what a 
nonagenarian should be doing.  All the best Irene 
and Alf.

Roy Power

On a sadder note, along with many RMA members, I 
attended the funeral of member Roy Power.

Roy worked on Exchange Installation in the city and 
the bush. Roy was a strong Unionist, unwavering 
in his support of his fellow workers and in the fight 
against contractors

The chapel at Pennant Hills was packed to 
overflowing.  Wife Mary was moved by the 
attendance and wishes to thank everyone for their 
kind thoughts, particularly the Extended Telstra 
Family for the beautiful floral arrangement.
Roy’s son, Luke, made a moving tribute to his Father.  
Also workmates Phil Giffin and Ted Leeson spoke 
warmly about their on the job association with Roy. 
Phil has provided a tribute to Roy in the newsletter.  
Excerpts are in this month’s newsletter. Our thoughts 
and condolences go to Roy’s wife Mary and son 
Luke.  

Continued on Page 5
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Denis Richardson Presented with OBE Award
Retired Members Association President Vince Haywood presented Denis Richardson with the Association’s  
“Over Bloody Eighty” (OBN) award at the July General Meeting.

Denis is a regular attendee at our general meetings and attends many of the Association’s social functions and 
annual trip-away.  Denis is great company and if persuaded will entertain with his fine singing voice. 

Denis commenced with the PMG as a Junior Postal Officer (telegram boy) at the Bathurst Post Office.  Members 
may recall a newsletter article mentioning Denis delivering telegrams to Prime Minister Ben Chifley.   While 
at the Bathurst Office, others encouraged Denis to apply for a technical position.  Denis commenced as a 

Technician in Training in 1951, the same year as his life long friend and golfing companion 
the late Sid Thompson.  After qualifying as a technician, Denis worked in transmission 
measurements where he met Denis McCaffrey also a RMA member.  

Transmission measurements required visits to country towns throughout NSW.  During his 
period with Transmission Measurements, Denis also met with Jim Spencer.  Both Jim and Denis 
McCaffrey both spoke at the general meeting presentation of their friendship with Denis at and 
outside of work.

Following Transmission Measurements, Denis went onto to become an instructor at the training 
school in the early 1960s and made it his career until his retirement.  Denis taught at Strathfield, North Strathfield 
and North Sydney.

Outside of work, Denis enjoys his golf and with Denis McCaffrey attended many API carnivals.  Denis is also a 
member of the Warringah Golf Club and was the Club Captain at one stage.

Denis has been a member of the Retired Members Association since 2001. Congratulations Denis on receiving 
the OBE Award.  

Vince Haywood Presenting Denis Richardson with a OBE Award

Denis McCaffrey
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Welcome to August Newsletter (cont’d)
Federal Budget

The federal budget remains under the spotlight months after its release.  Recent newspaper articles focus on 
treasury documents obtained under freedom of information.   The treasury reveal the federal budget would hit 
the poor income groups the hardest.  

The 2014 budget is the first since 2004 not to include detailed tables showing the projected change in the 
real disposable incomes of different family types.  The Government is still withholding two other treasury 
documents showing the budget’s impact claiming cabinet confidentiality. The Treasury analysis revealed the 
spending cuts will cost an average of $842 a year for lower income households, while the average high income 
family lost just $71.   Treasurer Hockey in an extraordinary response to the figures published in the Fairfax press 
claimed among other reasons that the documents failed into account the massive number of concessional 
payments, such as discounted pharmaceuticals, transport, childcare, that goes to lower income households.  

However, the Treasurer fails to mention that the deficit 
tax on high-income earners is for just three years and that 
the federal government has withdrawn subsidies to State 
Governments for concessions on transport and electricity 
rebates.  Fortunately, the NSW State government is 
continuing with these subsidies.  How long this will 
continue is unknown.

The latest Combined Pensioners Association publication 
has an article on the proposed Medicare co-payment and 
says in part: 

“The University of Sydney released a study in July estimating 
the additional out-of-pocket costs with which Australian 
patients will be hit. And the biggest impacts are to be felt by 
people over the age of 65, even when the caps for concession 
cardholders are factored in. This is because older people are 
more likely to be “high users” of health care.               

The researchers found that a retiree couple over the age 
of 65 and without a concession card will pay on average 
an additional $189 in co-payments together with $55 in 
medications.  This is a total of more than $244 per year than 
they pay now.

An Age Pensioner couple can expect to pay an average of 
$140 in co-payments for GP visits and tests and $59 for 
medications.  This is $199 more per year than they currently 
pay.

The study found that while PBS increases for concession card 
holders were “only” 80 cents compared to $5 for general patients, the co-payment represents a greater increase 
for concessional patients due to the number of medications that will be affected. Due to the lower PBS threshold, 
concessional patients have far more medications prescribed that will incur the full co-payment increase”.

The article goes on the talk about the implications in imaging and pathology services. 

Apparently the government is in discussion with the Australian Medical Association to resolve their differences 
but does not intend to involve the end users groups such as the Combined Pensioners Association, welfare 
representatives or consumer groups.

Mid North Coast  
Annual Get-together at 

Port Macquarie

All former or present PMG/Telecom/Telstra  
employees are welcomed at our annual  
get-together at Port Macquarie.   
The get-together is absolutely informal, there is 
no business agenda. Just come along and  
renew old friendships, everyone is very  
welcome. Please spread the word to those who 
may be interested. 
The venue is the West Port Macquarie 
Bowling Club in Buller Street. We usually 
gather from 10 am onwards.  
 
The date is Wednesday, 27th August 2013. 
For any further information please contact  
Peter Lygoe : 
Phone: (02) 6551 0500 
email : petekayl@tpg.com.au 
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AUSTRALIA

Telstra has recently announced plans to export 671 jobs to Asia in the next twelve months.  The job losses will come from Telstra’s 
global services division.  Telstra’s expansion into Asia has won it new business customers from North America and Europe. As result of 
this growth, the global services business unit added 700 employees.  Telstra now admits some of these 700 employees’ jobs may be 
among the 671 jobs it plans to send to Asia.

It is thought that the Network Applications and Services 
(NAS) division is one of the main areas affected.  The 
NAS business recorded revenue growth of 29 per cent 
to $821 million in the six months ending December 
2013 alone.

The job losses will affect highly skilled workers 
who along with most Australians must wonder if 
government and business leaders are serious about 
Australia developing a smart economy serviced by a 
highly trained workforce. 

Only a week before the job loss announcement, 
Telstra CEO David Thodey was out urging Australians 
to be more innovative in the digital space and 
emphasising the importance of education in the core 
areas of science and technology.  The CEO has also 
accompanied the Prime Minister on trade delegations 
to promote Australian business opportunities.  It 
seems these efforts are rather pointless if all it does is 
gather business and then export overseas the jobs that 
support them

Telstra has had a number of previous ventures into the 
Asian and overseas Telecommunications markets only 
to later retreat losing millions in the process. 

The CWU has launched a new website, 
stopoffshoring.com.au as part of a wider campaign 

against the loss of jobs and skills occurring in the telecommunications industry.   

The CWU has sent a letter to the Prime Minister, and organised petitions to the Telstra CEO David Thodey and the Senate.

Telstra Exports Jobs to Asia


