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RMA Monthly Meetings
The Retired Members’ Association meets on the 4th Thursday of the month (February to November)

 at 10.15 am.  The meeting venue is the Finance Sector Union (FSU) meeting room:
 Level 2, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Exception is the May Meeting held at Woy Woy Leagues Club, Central Coast

Vince Haywood

The November issue marks the final newsletter for the year.  It is traditional for me to take the 
opportunity to thank the many individuals who are responsible for another successful year in 

2014.
The February annual election saw the handover of the Secretary’s position from the long serving Peter Hack to 
Bruce Muirhead.  Thank you to Bruce who has had his share of medical dramas.  Peter Hack with his family has 
moved to Temora.  However, we have been fortunate of sharing Peter’s company when he is in Sydney and more 
recent on the trip-away to Armidale.  Peter also has continued with the welfare officer role.  We hope to see you 
often again Peter in 2015.
Then our stalwart Ralph Britten step up to the plate into the Assistant Secretary position.  Unfortunately, due 
to a bout of ill health, Ralph had to relinquish the role.  On many occasions, I have mentioned the debt this 
Association owes Ralph for his tireless effort and I will do so again, thanks mate.
Bruce Noake appeared from nowhere to take up the reins of the Assistant Secretary.  Thanks Bruce you are 
welcomed addition to our committee and we are grateful for this.
On a personal note, my wife Glenda and I have had a few medical problems in 2014; this caused a few absences 
on my part from committee and general meetings.  I like to record my appreciation of Vice Presidents John Lane 
and Bruce Coxall for the fine job they have done, particularly as they also have other duties in the Association 
and have their own family and social commitments.
John Lane is responsible for the onerous tasks of organising the monthly social functions as well as the annual 
regional trip-away; he also makes arrangements for guest speakers and for the Christmas party.  Bruce Coxall 
looks after the website and our membership records.  Thanks very much Bruce and John.

Thanks to our editor, Paul Rewhorn for his usual 
excellent job with the newsletter despite family 
illnesses.  Paul’s father passed away as this issue 
was going to print, I am sure members will join 
me in extending our deepest sympathies and 
condolences to Paul and his family.
We are extremely fortunate to have  
Bob Hamblion, our long serving treasurer, doing 
his customary thorough duties.
Our committee of twelve (there’s room for three 
more, don’t be shy, you’ll have a good time) is 
a hard working group offering innovation and 
guidance and assistance with the newsletter 
mail out.  Again thanks gentlemen.

Continued on Page 2
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Mentioning the committee, I would like to extend a special good wish 
to committeeman John McAuliffe who has just completed a series of 
treatments at Royal North Shore.   
Our best wishes John.

We are beholden to the Communications Workers Union for the provision 
of a committee meeting room and for covering the cost of printing and 
postage for the newsletter. 

Thanks to Alex Jansen and in particular to Ivka Antoni for all the hard 
work and assistance she has provided over so many years.  We still mail 
out about 400 newsletters a month.  Ivka arranges the printing and labels.  
Thanks Ivka.

The Financial Sector Union donates a meeting room for our general 
meetings; we are indebted to Geoff Derrick and Kerrie Sacco.

Gough Whitlam

As I prepared this article, it was announced that Gough Whitlam 
passed away.  I could list the many achievements of the Whitlam Labor 
Government during their three years in Government.  Instead, I will simply 
say that Whitlam Labor Government changed Australia positioning 
the nation take its own place in the world after twenty years of inward 
thinking, ignoring the changes occuring in the world around us.  

I did mention that I was not going to list the Whitlam Government’s 
acheivements, except I would like to mention a comment made by Jason 
Clare, the ALP member of the Australian House of Representatives for 
the seat of Blaxland in the western suburbs of Sydney.  Jason was born 
and raised in western Sydney.  Jason in his tribute to Gough Whitlam 
mentioned for his parents it was not free university education that was 
most important for them; it was Gough’s delivery of sewerage facilities for 
Western Sydney.  Just a practical example of how Gough Whitlam touched 
all our lives.

Commonwealth Bank Scandal

I have mentioned previously that we can have no time for fraudsters, 
con men and paedophiles, particularly when these types of 
individuals are in positions of trust.  This year has seen a bumper 
crop of individuals exposed for their crimes together with many 
inquiries and Royal Commissions being held into these issues.

The one glaring omission is the banking system.  This is despite, 
after an inquiry into the performance of Australian Securities and 
Investments Commission (ASIC) in response to the Commonwealth 
Bank scandal, the Senate has called for a Royal Commission.  

On this topic, I came across an interesting article by Michael West in the 
Sydney Morning Herald (26 October 2014).

Michael West mentions that rather than being prosecuted, the careers 
of those responsible for the fraud in the Commonwealth Bank (once 
known as the People’s Bank) have advanced and those above them have 
continued to rake in bonuses.  This is despite a Senate inquiry finding of 
fraud.
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Michael West goes onto quote the testimony of  
James Wheeldon, a former lawyer at ASIC who exposed in 
intimate and unassailable detail how the regulator not only 
does favours for the big banks but also even allows them to 
have a hand in formulating the nation’s laws.  Wheeldon’s 
testimony referred to the role by lobby group the Financial 
Services Council in jagging a special exemption from 
the law. Further, he described how a lawyer from MLC; 
owned by National Australia Bank had been seconded to 
a team involved in formulating the legal exemption. 

Michael West’s article goes on to make the point referring 
to a raid on the campsite of a lone green activist, Jonathan 
Moylan, in Singleton, NSW.  Moylan’s crime had been to issue 
a fake press release to rabble a coal company and its bankers. 
Ironically, this was an action taken from principle, not from 
personal gain. 

Yet the message from our government is: act from principle 
and you will be dragged through the courts, act for a big 
bank, churn people’s life savings, and the worst fate to befall 
you might be the embarrassment of a Senate inquiry and a 
few “enforceable undertakings”. The Abbott Government has 
ignored the Senate’s calls for a Royal Commission into the 
scandal.

 
With that off my chest, Christmas is a 
special time for many of us in many ways 
and I conclude in wishing you and your 
families the compliments of the Season 
and a happy and healthy New Year and I 
hope to see you at a meeting next year. 
 
Bye for now, Vince.

Tribute to Fred Matthews

The Association is sad to inform members that Fred Matthews 
passed away on Monday, 3rd November 2014 at the Kularoo BCS 
Nursing Home at Forster.

Bob Rose a workmate of Fred writes the following tribute.
A great number of young TIT’s first met Fred as they began their 
careers with the PMG department during the 1950’s to 1970’s. 
Fred became a father figure to many and his helpful attitude 
made many of us feel welcome in a new environment. Many of 
the trainees were far from home for the first 12 months and Fred’s 
influence provided the support they needed.

I first met Fred in 1958 at the Alexandria school where he 
taught the practical skills required to install and maintain 
telecommunications equipment. In 1966 I met up with Fred again 
when I became an instructor in the Engineering Training Section. 
I remember the odd occasion when Fred and I would take an 
“extended” lunch break and go to Canterbury for the first two horse 
races and get back to Strathfield training school for afternoon tea.

Whenever I holidayed in the Forster area I visited Fred in his 
nursing home where we recalled all the lovely memories and 
friends from our years in the training school environment. I visited 
Fred in May this year with Brian Wheeler and Gabby Hayes when 
Fred was presented with his OBN award. Fred was clearly a proud 
man and he cherished the award and the time people had taken to 
make the award possible.

We all meet a number of people in our lifetime who make an 
impression and Fred was clearly one of life’s gentlemen.
Bob Rose 

As Bob mentions in his tribute; Fred was presented with an 
OBN Award in May of this year and Fred also had been a  
member of the Retired Members Association for twenty-two 
years.

The Retired Members Association extends its deepest 
sympathies and condolences to Fred’s family and many former 
workmates.
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James Dorian

The month of September seen the passing away of  
James (Jim) Dorian.   

Jim had suffered from dementia for the last thirteen years of his 
life. 

Jim was a member of the Retired Members Association for close 
on twenty years.

Jim joined the PMG in the late 1950s, spending his working life 
with Country Installation. For the first twenty years of his career, 
Jim was involved with the ARK (automatic rural exchange) 
project.  The project provided automatic exchanges services to 
customers in rural area.  One of the major ARK projects was the 
Jim’s involvement with the large Wisemans Ferry installation. 

Jim was quite a character in those days, being involved in a 
few madcap adventures. I met Jim in 1976 at Penrith, where we 
worked on the largest Country Installation project ever. After, Jim 
drifted up the Blue Mountains and finally settled at Katoomba 
where he finished his career with the then Telecom.  Jim is 
survived by a wife and two children.

The Retired Members Association extends its deepest 
sympathies and condolences to Jim’s wife and children, other 
family members and his many friends.

Peter Clarke

Dad

Lloyd Moore

During the month of September, Lloyd Moore passed 
away soon after being diagnosed with a brain tumour.  

Lloyd joined the PMG in the late 1960s, after his initial 
training he joined Country Installation.  Lloyds first project 
was the ARK (automatic rural exchange) programme.  This 
was followed by a move to Dubbo District Headquarters 
where he remained for the rest of his career.

Lloyd played a large role in the implementation the Digital 
Radio Concentrator Systems.  For customers in the western 
area of NSW, the radio concentrators allowed the removal 
of their party lines phones replacing with them with a 
phone that gave them dial tone.  After the Nyngan floods, 
Lloyd was ‘our man’ there to re-establish communications.  

After leaving Telstra, Lloyd pursued a successful career as a 
small business owner.

Away from work, Lloyd loved his automobiles; all his life 
Lloyd was a Ford man. The number of Falcons Lloyd owned 
was legendary. Lloyd of late resided at Wellington

Lloyd is survived by his wife and two children.  The Retired 
Members Association extends its deepest sympathies and 
condolences to Lloyd’s wife and children, other family and his 
many friends.

Peter Clarke

Brian Jackett

The Retired Members Association is sad to report that Brian 
Jackett passed away on Tuesday, 7th October 2014 at the 
Sydney Adventist Hospital as a result of an aggressive tumour.

Brian left school at the age of 15 to become a telegram 
delivery boy.  The following year, Brian joined the 1954 
Technician in Training intake.  Brian qualified as a technician 
and then as a dual qualified senior technician.  Brian 
worked early in his career with Exchange Installation 
at City North, Central and Phillip exchanges.

The 1950s and 1960s were times when immigrants moved 
to Australia to escape the ravages of World War 2.  Many 
immigrants were employed in the PMG.  Brian was one of many 
who welcomed them and took pride in their work outcomes 
they achieved as a team.  Most of them stayed to build families 
and have good futures.

Brian worked on the all the earlier types of electromechanical 
exchanges.  Then in the 60s, Brian worked on crossbar 
exchanges.  Brian was the officer in charge of the Potts Point 
ARE11 Conversion in the late 1970s.

Brian departed the Construction group and moved to the 
Chatswood Operations group and become the officer in charge 
of the Chatswood District Support Centre in 1984. The centre 
provided technical support for ARE11 then finally the AXE and 
System12 computerised exchanges. 

Brian retired in 1999 and threw his enthusiasm into the Pittwater 
Motor Enthusiasts Association and the Vintage & Veteran Car 
Association. 

Brian throughout his career displayed a calm and co-operative 
methodology with team members and other interworking 
people; those attributes were carried into his retirement.

The Retired Members Association on behalf of workmates 
extends its sympathy is to Ellen his wife of 53 years, daughter 
Wendy and twin sons Steven, Mark and other family members. 
Brian also leaves a mother aged 98, an elder sister Robyn and 
younger brother David and their families. 

Wal Beatty and Neil Johnson
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Bus Travel to the RMA 
Christmas Party

Members will no doubt have little difficulty 
choosing a train service from City, Central or 
Strathfield Stations.  However we again remind 
that Petersham Railway Station does not have 
lifts for access to the street level.  Therefore 
some members may prefer bus travel. 
We can confirm the following bus times:
Route 412 Railway Square George Street  
(Stand D) 11.26 am arriving near Petersham 
Railway Station (Trafalgar Street) at  
11.47 am.  The same bus departs George Street 
near Bathurst Street at 11.17 am.
There is a later 412 bus leaving Railway Square 
at 11.46 am (same bus stop) will arrive at 
Petersham Railway Station (Trafalgar Street) at 
12.07 pm. The same bus departs George Street 
near Bathurst Street at 11.37 am.


