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Welcome to your June 2016 newsletter.  The Retired Members had a very successful May General 
Meeting on the Central Coast.  There were almost sixty members in attendance. A fitting tribute to Bob 
Clifford who received the Association’s Award of Merit for his fifteen years of selfless service to our 
Association and its Committee.  Bob’s wife Irene was in attendance along with many of their friends.  I 
had the privilege of making the presentation to Bob.   I would like to put on record my thanks to Bob on 
behalf of the members.  There is a further tribute to Bob in this month’s newsletter.

The meeting had guest speakers Salim Barbar from 
Unions New South Wales and Aarin Moon from the 
Australian Council of Trade Unions.   Salim and Aarin 
are working in marginal federal seats on the Central 
Coast to ensure that the voice of workers and those 
of the less well-off are heard in the July election.  I 
would like to thank Salim and Aarin taking the time 
to attend our meeting and wish them success in 
their endeavours.
Cut in Company Tax
Last month, as I was preparing my newsletter 
message that after some reluctance the government 
confirmed that their business tax cut to reduce 
company tax from 30% to 25% will cost Australians 
$50 billion dollars over the next ten years.  The 
government tells us that is budget measure will 
promote “jobs and growth”.
Economists and even the Governments on Treasury 
department are telling us a different story.  First, I will 
quote from Mr Turnbull’s former employer Goldman 
Sachs who found that if companies distributed 
the value of the tax cut as profits or dividends to 
investors, 60 per cent of the benefit would flow to 
foreign investors, 10 per cent to domestic investors 
and around 30 per cent to the Australian economy.
Other economists and bodies such as the Grattan 
Institute and Australian Institute suggest the 
likelihood that companies would pay out a large 
proportion of their higher profits in dividends rather 
than increase their domestic investment.  

With 60 percent of benefits from the company 
tax cut going to foreign companies, there is no 
certainty that will reinvest their windfall back 
into Australia.  Back here in Australia, where we 
have a system of franking credits to prevent double 
taxation for individual taxpayers, the Reserve Bank 
estimates that Australian companies now pay out 
80 per cent of their profits (by way of dividends), 
leaving just 20 percent for reinvestment. 
The Government own Treasury Department’s 
modelling of the cut in company tax cut suggests 
the level of GDP (Gross Domestic Profit) will be 
just 1 per cent higher than otherwise in the long 
term (over 20 years).  The same Treasury modelling 
debunks the Government’s claim that workers will 
gain the most from the cut in company tax.  The 
modelling predicts that GNI (gross national income) 
will increase by just 0.6 per cent.  The current budget 
assumes that GNI will have an annual increase of 
1.5 per cent.  Applying the treasury modelling out to 
twenty years, the level of real after-tax wages will be 
a mere 0.4 per cent higher than otherwise.
The cut in company tax will reduce government 
revenue, already down 2 per cent a year (as 
a percentage of GDP) since the GFC (Global 
Financial Crisis).  The conclusion you can make 
that the Government sometime in the future will 
be forced to make further spending cuts as well as 
increase other taxes.



2June 2016

CWU Retired Members Association Newsletter

I had the honour of presenting Bob Clifford the Retired Members Association’s “Award 
of Merit” at the Woy Woy May General Meeting.  It is fitting that Bob received his Award 
on the Central Coast where he resides and in front of almost sixty members.

I have made this comment before and it is worth repeating once again, an Association of Retired Members will 
only succeed with the work and dedication of its general membership.  No single or just a few members can 
make an Association like ours thrive, no matter how hard they may try.  
Our committee meets once a month and their first task is to prepare the newsletter for mail out.  This is 
followed by our committee meeting.  Over the years, the committee has had to set the direction of the 
Association.  Today, the Retired Members Association has over nine hundred members. The committee has 
to engage with members through our general meetings and social functions and its involvement with the 
broader Union movement.
This brings me to Bob Clifford, Bob joined the Retired Members Association in December 2000, following his 
retirement.  Shortly after, Bob joined our committee.  For fifteen years, he has worked tirelessly on committee.  
Bob with wife Irene have attended most social functions and all the annual trips away.  Bob is seldom absent 
from our general Meetings and he is great company over lunch following the meeting.
Before becoming a Retired Members, Bob worked at the Burwood Telephone Exchange.  He transferred to the 
York Exchange in the city.  Later he found himself working as a programmer at the Dalley SDC.  It was here that 
he met and became close friends with Ralph Britten.  Bob was a 1958 Technician in Training.
Outside of work, Bob was heavily involved with the API rugby league, a major competition in its day.  Bob 
played for the Parramatta API team which won the premiership.  Bob also played for the NSW API league team 
which won its State of Origin match against Queensland.
The Retired Members Association is very fortunate in having a member such as Bob Clifford and we look 
forward to Bob and Irene’s company over the coming years.

Vince HaywoodBob Clifford:  Retired Members' Merit Award
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The ABC is suffering a “Death by a Thousand Cuts”!
The May newsletter mentioned the May Federal Budget’s impact on 
Retired Members and general community.  Another lesser known fact is the impact of 
the budget on the ABC and therefore indirectly on readers of this newsletter.  
The 2016 Budget Papers reveal severe cuts to ABC funding, adding up to almost $50m over the 
corporation’s next three-year agreement with the government.
The ABC’s core funding was left alone at $837 million a year in 2016-17 for content.  
However, the ABC’s budget was cut by $6.5 million a year in real terms because the 
$20 million-a-year “enhanced newsgathering” budget was only partially renewed.  
The ABC also lost another $30 million over three years, as its tied funding to cover 
the costs of digital transmission was not renewed. 
By the time Australia goes to the polls on July 2, the ABC will have lost more 
than $100 million a year in base funding, tied funding and other government 
contracts for services since the Liberal government first came to power in 
September 2013.
However, the ABC is not a ‘hot button’ election issue and is not being discussed by 
candidates or the media.  
ABC Friends has a campaign to raise awareness so that the ABC becomes a discussion point pre-election.  
You can become part of this campaign by joining or donating to the ABC Friends – www.abcfriends.org.au

Chris Cartledge

The Government in its 2014 budget indicated it would no longer make grants to the States for health and 
education beyond the 2019-20 financial year.  This is why you hear claims of a $80-billion-dollar shortfall for 
health and education that the State and Territory governments will need to find.
This prompted discussion on raising and broadening the GST to fifteen per cent.  After months of debate 
around GST, Mr Turnbull withdrew his support for an increase in GST. He then suggested a State Income Tax 
to allow the States to fund health and education.   Mr Turnbull provided scarce detail on the application of a 
State Income Tax.
Back in 2014, the then Treasurer Mr Hockey told the public that the Federal Government was no longer able 

to fund the States for their health and education expenditure.  
Now in 2016, the same Federal Government is telling us they can 
afford $50 billion dollars in reduced revenue for a cut in company 
tax.
Mr Morrison at a recent National Press Council lunch told the 
journalists that a coalition government was prepared if required 
to make further spending cuts.   From past experience with this 
Federal Government, we all know where this government will 
target those spending cuts.
I mentioned earlier the fantastic attendance we had at the 
May General Meeting on the Central Coast, in July it will be the 
turn for our members in Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains.  
Please see the notice in this month’s newsletter for all details.

Bye for now
Vince. 
 

Welcome to the June 2016 Newsletter (cont'd)
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Retired Members Association
Our General Meetings are held on 

the a Thursday in the  
4th Week of the Month 

February (includes the AGM) through 
to November

The Meeting commences  at  
10.15 am

The venue is the Finance Sector Union (FSU) 
Meeting Room:  Level 2,  
321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Each year the RMA has two  
General Meetings outside of Sydney, the 

meetings are held at:
26th May - Woy Woy Leagues Club 

82 Blackwall Road, Woy Woy
 

28th July - O’Donoghues Pub 
99 Great Western Highway,  

Emu Plains 

The Retired Members Association will have its second July 
General Meeting at O’Donoghues Irish Pub, Emu Plains.  The 
location gives our members from Blue Mountains and outer 
west Sydney an opportunity to attend our meeting.
O’Donoghues is located at 99 Great Western Highway, 
Emu Plains, only 350 metres from Emu Plains Railway Station 
(see adjacent map)
To match the train timetable, the meeting will commence 
at the special time of 10.30 am.  We hope to see as many 
as possible and an invitation is extended to our regulars at 
Sydney CBD meetings to attend.  Train timetable and  
map information will appear in the July newsletter.

July General Meeting
Thursday, 28thJuly at 10.30 am 

O’Donoghues Irish Pub, Emu Plains

Retired Members 
Association

 Office Bearers:

President
Vince Haywood 
� 02  9457 9828 
 vinceglen@gmail.com 

Secretary
Bruce Muirhead 
� 02 9639 0990 
 muirhead@bigpond.com

Treasurer
Bob Hamblion 
� 02 9502 2525

Assistant 
Secretary

Bruce Noake 
 bnoake@bigpond.net.au

Welfare  
Officer

Peter Hack 
� 0408 969 530  
 hackysnr@bigpond.net.au

Social  
Secretary

John Lane 
� 0417 238 687 
  a-lane@bigpond.com

Website

Bruce Coxall 
� 02 9597 2224 
� 0418 414 658 
 webadmin@cwuretired.org

Editor
Paul Rewhorn 
�  02 46278552 
� 0418 626625 
 pdrewhorn@me.com
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Welfare News Peter Hack

First, I have to apologise on behalf of the editor as our members who receive their 
newsletter via mail did not have a Welfare Report.  I will go over some of the news from 
last month together with updates.  I trust our email readers will not mind.
John Loudon recently underwent a shoulder 
operation; he has experienced some pain.  He now 
has to wait six weeks for the bone grafts to heal and 
then will undergo intense rehabilitation to get his 
shoulder back in shape.  He thanks the members for 
their good wishes.
Woolfie Haberlandt has been in Wyong Hospital 
after having chest pains.  The good news is that 
he was recently discharged from hospital after an 
extended stay.   Woolfie sends his best wishes to the 
members. 
RMA Member Dave Attard was admitted to 
Westmead Hospital with an undiagnosed virus.  
Dave had to undergo a multitude of tests.  The 
good news is that Dave now feels much better than 
when first admitted to hospital.  Dave continues to 
improve and was at the April General Meeting.   The 
latest news I have received from Dave is that he is 
still travelling well but is still undergoing tests to 
establish a cause of his problem.
Last month, I reported that Trevor Mitchell is now 
home from the hospital after a stay of six weeks.  We 
wish both Dave and Trevor a continued recovery.
Members will no doubt remember Phil Orchard, 
a long time member of our Association.  Phil felt 
unwell and took himself to Liverpool hospital where 
he was admitted.  Phil has now moved to an aged 
care facility in Melbourne to be close to his son 
and daughter-in-law, Tom and Amanda.    Vince 
had a phone conversation with Phil.  Vince reports 
that Phil sounded well and was delighted to talk.  I 
was also able to catch-up with Phil.  He is enjoying 
the facilities; he can see the mountains from his 
new accommodation that is at the end of the tram 
tracks on Burwood Road.  Phil sends his regards and 
suggests we enjoy our sunshine while he enjoys the 
rain.
I received a phone call from John Hickey.  John tells 
me that he and Cath are attending physiotherapy 
on a regular basis. 

I have mentioned before that Dennis Richardson 
had heart surgery.  Unfortunately, Dennis has had a 
chest infection.  His recovery may take a little while.  
I am sure Dennis will get through this setback in 
his quest to be back on the golf course.  More news 
on Dennis, he still receives treatment for his chest 
infection.  He is to have laser treatment on one of 
his eyes.  Playing golf again is still some months 
away, however, he enjoys going around the golf 
course on a golf buggy giving helpful advice to his 
mates to improve their golf.  Hopefully, the advice is 
being well received.
Laurel Rogers is now home from the hospital; 
however, Laurel has contracted the winter cold.  
I have extended our best wishes for an early 
recovery.
I have learned that Pat Veigel had a fall on the 
15th May breaking her hip and leg.  The surgery has 
been successful and now Pat has rehabilitation for 
her to walk.  Pat is now back at her nursing home.   
Pat for many years worked in our Union Office.  She 
had a wonderful rapport with members.  She was 
on the frontline so to speak representing member's 
grievances to management.  Big issues at the time 
were mistakes with the fortnightly pay and annual 
leave entitlements.  This was in the 1970s when our 
employer (PMG/Telecom) had continious problems 
with these types of matters.  
We know that Pat has a difficult time ahead of her, 
however, we know she has the courage to deal with 
a problem like she has done in the past. She has the 
support of her proud family.  Best wishes Pat, we are 
thinking of you.
I have the sad news that Phillip Hohnberg is 
seriously ill.  Phillip is now at home after seven 
weeks in the hospital.  Phillip was very helpful 
to our Association during its recent trip away to 
Broken Hill.  Phillip organised a special meeting for 
us where we meet a number of locals who are now 
members.  Our thoughts are with Phillip’s wife Ann 
during this difficult time.
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Last month, I announced that the RMA committee had selected Junee as the destination for this year’s 
trip-away.   The trip-away is from Monday, 17th October to the Friday, 21st October 2016.  This month 

I have details on the itinerary while we are away. 

Please Register 
Members and their friends are welcomed, if you would like to attend could please advise me either via e-mail at 
(a-lane@bigpond.com) or call me on 0417 238687.  

We will require a deposit of $50 per person, this is to secure motel accommodation in Junee and the coach bus for tours.  
You can pay the deposit by either:

 n Pay Bruce Muirhead or myself at the June or July General Meetings.

 n Send a cheque to Bruce Muirhead at 22 Cameron Avenue, Baulkham Hills. NSW 2153.  Please ensure you 
mention the names of the persons travelling and your contact details.

 n Make an electronic payment.  The details are Credit Union Australia (CUA) BSB 814-282, eSaver 
Account No: 10642769, include your surname as a reference.  Please contact me to advise that 
you have made an electronic payment. 

 Train Travel Arrangements
The majority of members will prefer to travel 
to Junee via train.  You will need to book 
and pay for your return train trip between 
Sydney and Junee with NSW TrainLink.   We 
have arranged a group booking reference 
(NVD226).  It is important you quote this 
reference when you book your trip.  

The group booking will close on 22nd July.  
When booking, I suggest you ask for 
Michelle Douglass.   Michelle managed the 
bookings for our Broken Hill trip away, we 
found Michelle efficient and very helpful.  I 
suggest you first call Michelle on 9379 3800 
to make sure she is on shift when you plan to 
make your booking.   

You can pay and collect the tickets in person 
at NSW TrainLink located on Platform 1, 
Sydney Central Station; remember to quote 
the group booking reference.  You may also 
book and pay via phone on 132232.  Once 
again, please remember to quote the group 
booking reference. 

Senior and pensioner concessions apply.  Of 
course members are free to make their own 
travel arrangements to join us at Junee.

The Train (Southern XPT) departs on Monday, 17th October from Sydney (Central Station) at 7.32 am and arrives 
at Junee at 1.37 pm.  

The return trip leaves Junee on the Friday at 1.51 pm and arrives at Sydney (Central Station) at 7.53 pm.  

I have secured motel accommodation in Junee.  I will provide more information on accommodation in the 
July newsletter.

Retired Members Annual Tripway to Junee John Lane

Itinerary

Monday  
(17th October)

We arrive at 
Junee at 1.37 pm. Book into our motel

3 pm to 4.30 pm Guided walking tour of Junee

Tuesday All Day

We take a bus tour to Young and 
surrounds where we visit the Yandilla 
Mustard Seeds, The Grog Shed, 
Chinese Tribute Gardens, Lambing Flat 
Museum, Taubmann & Webb 
Trading Post and the Walk of Fame at 
Cootamundra.  If time permits we will 
tour  a local winery.

Wednesday

Morning
A visit to Junee Licorice & Chocolate 
Factory and then the Roundhouse 
Museum.

Afternoon
A special meeting with local members.  
Ladies may prefer to shop around 
Junee

Thursday All Day
A bus tour to Temora to visit the 
Aviation and Rural Museums.  We also 
visit the historic town of Ariah Park.

Friday 
(21st October)

Our train leaves 
for Sydney at  
1.51 pm.

During morning we will see local Junee 
sites finishing with lunch at the Railway 
Cafe before we depart.
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Continued on Page 7

Final ReminderThursday,  16th June


