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Tributes - This Month's 
Newsletter has special 
tributes to Geoff Thomas, 
Phillip Hohnberg and 
Barry Ogilive who all 
passed away recently. 
See Page 2.

Welfare News - Peter Hack 
has his regular welfare report. 
See Page 7

Telex, Telegraphs and 
Data Branch Reunion - 
Information on the Date and 
Venue . See Page 5

Social Function News - Annual 
Trip Away to Junee, Tour of 
the Bankstown Museum and 
Sydney Rowers Club Lunch. 
See Pages 5 and 6.

Social Functions on the North 
Coast - Details for the August 
Annual Get-together for North Coast 
members and the forthcoming 60th 
Year reunion for the Class of 1958.
See Page 7.

Vince Haywood

July
2016

Welcome to the July 2016 Newsletter

Continued on Page 3

WELCOME TO YOUR JULY 2016 NEWSLETTER, I TRUST MEMBERS ARE MANAGING TO STAY WARM
AND DRY DURING THIS WINTER. SPEAKING OF WINTER AND REMEMBERING THE EXTREME 

WEATHER WE HAVE JUST EXPERIENCED; THE JUNE GENERAL MEETING HAD A PRESENTATION FROM 
the State Emergency Services (SES).  Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the June 
general meeting; I am told I had missed a very informative presentation.
David Halliday and our own Col McQueen provided 
the presentation on behalf of the SES.  Their 
presentation informed members of the SES structure 
and the training and equipment deployed by the SES 
and also explained the way SES assesses and responds 
to emergencies.  
During the recent severe weather in early June, the 
NSW SES volunteers attended to more than 300 flood 
rescues across New South Wales.  David and Col 
explained many of the dangers associated with 
floodwater.  They explained that entering floodwaters 
is the number one cause of death and injury in a flood 
and just how easy for example is for even a large 
vehicle or an individual to be swept away by flood 
waters.  They also mentioned something perhaps not 
widely understood that flood waters also can harbour 
diseases and contaminants.  Their advice is for you is 
to know the flood risk in your area, keep up to date 
with the latest weather information and warnings, 
follow the instructions of emergency services and 
never enter floodwater.
David and Col pointed out that people of every age 
can assist in emergencies.  The SES has a need for 
members in their headquarters to answer phones and 
help manage operations.   
I would like to end my mention of the SES 
presentation to point out that Col McQueen has been 
a member of the State Emergency Services for over 
forty years. I am sure all members would join me in 
thanking Col for his service to the community.

Geoff Thomas

I have sad news, I recently attended the funeral 
of a good friend, Geoff Thomas. Geoff and I met 
at Strathfield training school back in 1960 and an 
immediate and long lasting friendship ensued.
Geoff was proud of the fact that he “was the oldest 
trainee in the 1960 intake”.  Geoff was a gentleman 
through and through and possessed an enormous 
social conscience alongside a wicked sense of humour.
Geoff took ill suddenly in April and remained 
hospitalised until he passed away on the 22nd of June. 
The funeral service was well attended by members of 
the Retired Members Association.  Our thoughts are 
with Vivienne, Fleur, Melanie, Sarah and family.  There 
is a tribute to Geoff in this month’s newsletter.

Our Volunteers

I was in touch with Bill Edwards another friend of mine 
from 1960 trainee intake.  Bill has just had a  major 
heart operation and is now on the road to recovery.  
While in the process following up on Bill’s progress, I 
spoke with Gary Thompson yet another 1960 trainee.  
This discussion for me was another reminder of the 
range of voluntary work undertaken on the quiet by 
our members.
Gary also underwent major heart surgery some 
fifteen years ago.  Since then Gary has spent every 
Wednesday as an accredited official visitor to the 
cardiac wing of the John Hunter hospital in Newcastle. 
Well done Gary and to the rest of our volunteers.

Reminder - July General Meeting on Thursday, 28th July 
will be held at Emu Plains - See Page 4 for all the details.
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Barry Ogilvie

The Retired Members Association is sad to report 
that Barry Ogilvie passed away on Thursday, the 
7th July 2016 after a brief battle with cancer.  A funeral 
service for Barry was held in Wagga Wagga on 
Wednesday, the 13th July 2016.
Barry had been a member of the Retired Members 
Association for over sixteen years.
Barry worked with Country Installation in the Riverina 
area for the majority of his career.  Barry owned 
Burrandana, a place where technicians from various 
sections would catch up over a couple drinks.  They 
had done this on an informal basis each month since 
July 1999. 
Barry is survived by his wife Beverly, daughter Taylor 
and partner Mick and grandson Ollie.
The Retired Members extends its deep sympathy and 
condolences to Beverly, Taylor, Mick and Ollie and to 
Barry’s many friends in particular his close workmates 
in the Riverina. 

Phillip John Hohnberg

The Retired Members Association received the 
sad news last month that Phillip Hohnberg had 
passed away on Tuesday, the 14th June 2016.  Phillip 
passed away after an extended battle with cancer at 
the age of 73.  Phillip was in a hospital for  seven 
weeks before he returned to his home to receive 
palliative care and where he peacefully passed away.
Phillip commenced employment with the 
Postmaster General Department as a telegram boy 
in Forbes.  On the 16th January 1961, he left Forbes 
for Sydney to become a Technician in Training.  
Phillip was sent to Broken Hill on a temporary 
transfer for five weeks in February 1967.  While 
on a temporary transfer, Phillip met Ann.  After 
his transfer ended, Phillip would travel back to 
Broken Hill on a long weekend to catch-up with Ann. 
Phillip applied for and was granted a permanent 
transfer in October 1967.  Phillip married Ann in 
June 1968.  Phillip and Anne were to have three 
daughters.
Last October, the Retired Members Association had 
their annual trip away.  The custom on a trip away 
is for members travelling to meet with our local 
members.  Phillip was our only member at Broken 
Hill.  Phillip welcomed the opportunity to meet with 
us.  Phillip organised the venue and he brought 
along three former Telecom/Telstra employees.  
All three; Phillip Sky, Peter Halpin and Geoff Blake 
are now members of our Association.  It was an 
enjoyable afternoon full of reminisces.  The meeting 
was even featured in a local newspaper article. 
The Retired Members Association extends its deep 
sympathy and condolences to Phillip’s wife Ann, 
daughters, grandchildren and their friends.
The Association would like to thank Geoff Blake for advising the 
Retired Members Association of Phillip’s passing.

Geoff Warren Thomas

The Retired Members is sad to report that Geoff Thomas 
passed away on Wednesday, the 22nd June 2016.  
Geoff had been seriously ill in hospital since 8th April.
Geoff was a member of the Retired Members Association 
for thirteen years.  A funeral Service for Geoff was held at 
the South Chapel, Woronora on the 1st July 2016. 
Geoff was born in Mentone, Victoria on the 
1st December 1942.  The family moved to Sawtell.  Geoff 
attended Coffs Harbour High School.  He attended the 
High School with John Loudon, a fellow Retired Member. 

Geoff joined the 1960 Technician 
in Training intake.  Vince Haywood 
recalled that Geoff would boast 
at being the oldest trainee of 
that year’s intake.  Geoff was just 
eighteen.  Geoff was to later work 
with the Eastern Suburbs Subscriber 
Installation.  
It was at Eastern Suburbs that Geoff 
met and became a lifelong friend 
of Alan Stevens.  Geoff was to later 
become a training school instructor.

While at the Training School, Geoff became close friends 
with many of his fellow instructors; many of whom were 
in attendance at his funeral service.  Friends and fellow 
instructors remember Geoff as a friendly person who loved 
a chat.  

"Geoff was a gentleman through and through and possessed 
an enormous social conscience alongside a wicked sense of 
humour".

Vince Haywood

Geoff and wife Vivienne were married for over 48 years.  They 
had three children Fleur, Melanie and Sarah.

The Retired Members Association extends its deep sympathy 
and condolences to Geoff’s wife Vivienne, his children and 
his many friends.

Reminder - July General Meeting on Thursday, 28th July will be held at 
Emu Plains - See Page 4 for all the details.



3July 2016

CWU Retired Members Association Newsletter

Less Voting Rights for Seniors

Following on from the subject volunteer work being 
undertaken by our members; it is disappointing to 
listen and read the criticism from some quarters that 
major political parties are favouring the interests of 
older voters over that of younger voters.  An example 
is a shameful article by a Dr Piero Moraro, a lecturer in 
justice studies at Charles Sturt University that appeared 
in the Sydney Morning Herald on the 6th July.   
Dr Moraro argued that younger people should be 
allowed to cast more votes during elections because 
they have much more at stake than someone who 
is say over sixty and perhaps retired.  Dr Moraro 
pointed to the recent BREXIT poll in the UK, although 
he admitted he had no data in support, he claimed 
that younger voters’ preference was to remain in 
the European Union (EU), while the majority seniors 
wanted to exit the EU.  He went on to argue that it was 
the younger people who would have to live longer 
than seniors with consequences of the UK exiting from 
European Union.  He, of course, assumes the majority 
decision to leave the European Union was wrong.
Dr Moraro perhaps needs to study the history of just 
how gradual and hard won has been the introduction 
of democracy into countries that today are considered 
advanced democracies .  The growth in democracy  
and economic development have a clear parallel.
Australia has a proud history of being among the first 
nations (back in the 19th century) to have universal 
voting and later reduce the age eligibility to vote from 
21 to 18 years.  Compare this to Britain where only 
men were allowed the vote and then had to comply 
property ownership provisions.  This circumstance 
applied right up to the end of the First World War.  
It is estimated that one million British servicemen 
returning from the First World War would have been 
ineligible to vote if the UK parliament had not passed 
the Representation of the People Act of 1918.  

Despite the passing of Representation of the People 
Act, the minimum age for a woman to vote was 
restricted to those over the age 30 years and then a 
woman had to be married to a man who was on a 
property register.  I believe not many people will take 
Dr Moraro seriously, however, I get a little tired when 
I hear terms like inter-generation theft in the media 
from certain politicians and economists when they 
speak of taxation, welfare and the economy in general.  
A good health system and a decent retirement income 
is not an age issue, particularly as we are told that 
young people and can look forward to a considerably 
longer life span than the current generation of seniors.

July General Meeting - Emu Plains

I am looking forward to our July general meeting 
which will be our second meeting at Emu Plains.  
Our first meeting there was an outstanding success.  
Lee Walkington, assistant secretary of our Union, the 
Communications Workers Union will speak at our 
meeting.  Lee works in a voluntary capacity and will be 
talking about exposure to asbestos.
The majority of us would have come in contact with 
this dangerous substance at some time in our working 
lives and also filled out a P400 to register this contact.  
Well, it appears that Telstra may have misplaced 
this register and the Union is running a campaign 
to ensure that any contact by any of our members 
is registered.O’Donohues Pub is the venue for our 
Emu Plains meeting and is very close to the Emu Plains 
station.  A recent fire there has not affected our 
meeting room or the facilities we will use.  Please mark 
the event in your diary and encourage friends to join 
you.   Full details together with train timetables are 
in this newsletter.  Please note the special meeting 
start time of 10.30 am to match train times.

Retired Members Association
Our General Meetings are held on the a Thursday in the  

4th Week of the Month 
February (includes the Annual General Meeting) through to November

The Meeting commences  at  
10.15 am

The venue is the Finance Sector Union 
(FSU) Meeting Room:  Level 2,  

321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Each year the RMA has two  
General Meetings outside of Sydney,  

the meetings are held at:
26th May - Woy Woy Leagues Club 

82 Blackwall Road, Woy Woy
 

28th July - O’Donoghues Pub 
99 Great Western Highway,  

Emu Plains 

Welcome to the July 2016 Newsletter (cont'd)

Continued on Page 4

Reminder - July General Meeting on Thursday, 28th July will be held at 
Emu Plains - See Page 4 for all the details.
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Federal Election

At the time I write this article, the federal election has 
come and gone.  The result while still not clear looks 
like a minority coalition government.    
It is rare for a first term federal government to lose 
an election; therefore, it is remarkable that the Labor 
Party has come so close from a modest representative 
position in the previous parliament.
There are a few things that do stand out from the 
campaign.  Mr Turnbull campaign strategy seemed 
to rely on the strategy of “catch me if you can”, given 
the Coalition's large seat majority and reliance on 
policy around tax cuts for the corporate sector and 
encouragement of innovation.
However, the electorate showed it was concerned 
about Medicare and education.  Once it was apparent 
there had been a large swing against the Coalition, 
the Coalition was quick to blame the Labor Party for 
what they claim was their Medicare lie.  So enraged 
was Mr Turnbull that during his early Sunday morning 
post-election speech, he was scathing of the Labor 
Party and the Union movement.  

He even failed to commiserate and thank members of 
his own party who served in the previous parliament 
and had lost their seat.  
On the subject of Medicare, the Labor Party was on 
fertile ground on the subject of the government’s 
interference to Medicare over the past three years.   
Go back to the 2014 budget when the government 
attempted to introduce a co-payment.  I noticed just 
after the 2014 Budget, the government ministers 
began to refer to Medicare as a safety net instead 
of a universal health service.  This clearly inferred 
that Medicare is only for Australians on the lowest of 
incomes and as for the majority, they should pay for 
GP services and related medical costs despite paying a 
Medicare levy.
Despite the setback of their Medicare measures in 
their 2014 budget, the government has persisted; 
continuing to fiddle with pathology and radiology 
rebates, freezing GP rebates to 2021 and was 
considering the outsourcing of Medicare accounts.  
The past election seen tremendous work put in by the 
Union movement, particularly the retirees.  Hopefully, 
future governments will learn that to mess with 
Medicare and the education system, they will do so at 
their peril.
Bye for now,
Vince

July General Meeting
Thursday, 28thJuly at 10.30 am 

O’Donoghues Irish Pub, Emu Plains

The Retired Members Association will have its second 
July General Meeting at O’Donoghues Irish Pub at 
Emu Plains.  Thisl ocation gives our members from 
Blue Mountains and outer west Sydney the opportunity 
to attend our meeting.
O’Donoghues is located at 99 Great Western 
Highway, Emu Plains, only 350 metres from Emu Plains 
Railway Station (see adjacent map)
To match the train timetable, the meeting will 
commence at the special time of 10.30 am.   
We hope to see as many as possible and an invitation 
is extended to our regulars at Sydney CBD meetings to 
attend.  

Train Timetables
Members travelling from Sydney can catch a 
train from Central Station departing at 9.18 am, 
Strathfield at 9.31 am, Parramatta at 9.43 am, 
Blacktown at 9.52 am and Penrith at 10.06 am.  The 
train arrives at Emu Plains at 10.09 am.

Members traveling from Katoomba can catch a train 
departing at 9.14 am and Springwood at 9.54 am.  
The train stops at all stations between Katoomba 
and Emu Plains. The train arrives at Emu Plains at 
10.21 am.  
Both trains services arrive at Emu Plains in sufficient 
time for the short walk to O’Donoghues Irish Pub for 
10.30 am meeting start time.

Welcome to the July 2016 Newsletter (cont'd)
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Retired Members 
Association

 Office Bearers:

President
Vince Haywood 
� 02  9457 9828 
 vinceglen@gmail.com 

Secretary
Bruce Muirhead 
� 02 9639 0990 
 muirhead@bigpond.com

Treasurer
Bob Hamblion 
� 02 9502 2525

Assistant 
Secretary

Bruce Noake 
 bnoake@bigpond.net.au

Welfare  
Officer

Peter Hack 
� 0408 969 530  
 hackysnr@bigpond.net.au

Social  
Secretary

John Lane 
� 0417 238 687 
  a-lane@bigpond.com

Website

Bruce Coxall 
� 02 9597 2224 
� 0418 414 658 
 webadmin@cwuretired.org

Editor
Paul Rewhorn 
�  02 46278552 
� 0418 626625 
 pdrewhorn@me.com

 
 

Reminder - July General Meeting on Thursday, 28th July will be held at  
Emu Plains - See Page 4 for all the details.
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Tour of the Telstra Museum

I have some updates on forthcoming social functions.  Our social function for July is a tour of the Telstra Museum 
at Bankstown.  The tour will be held on Wednesday, 22nd July and starts at 10 am.  I would like to emphasise 
the tour is being held on a Wednesday.  Please see the advertisement for this event in this month's newsletter.

Postponed - Tour of Fort Denison

Members may recall we were to have a tour of Fort Denison this August.  However, after checking with Captain 
Cook Tours, I discovered the per person price for a fully guided tour of the Fort Denison will cost $33 (concession 
price) per person.  I consider this perhaps too expensive for one of our social events.  I have postponed this social 
function until I have time to consult with our committee and members at the next general meeting.
Instead of a tour of Fort Denison, I have brought forward our luncheon at the Sydney Rowers Club.  The 
luncheon will be held on a Thursday, 18th August commencing at 12.30 pm.  There is an advertisment for this 
event in this month's newsletter.

Junee Trip Away

Our trip away to Junee this October is drawing closer.  Our group booking for the train service to Junee closes on 
the 20th July. If you are interested in the trip away, please advise me either via e-mail at (a-lane@bigpond.com) 
or call me on 0417 238687.  After you book, you will need to pay a deposit of $50 per person.  The deposit is 
necessary to secure motel accommodation in Junee and coach bus for our tours.  
You can pay the deposit by:

 n Pay the deposit in person to Bruce Muirhead or myself at the July or August General Meetings.

 n Send a cheque to Bruce Muirhead at 22 Cameron Avenue, Baulkham Hills. NSW 2153.  Please ensure you 
mention the names of the persons travelling and your contact details.

 n Make an electronic payment.  The details are Credit Union Australia (CUA) BSB 814-282, eSaver 
Account No: 10642769, include your surname as a reference.  Please contact me to advise that you 
have made an electronic payment.  

 Train Travel Arrangements

If you prefer to travel to Junee via train.  You will need to book and pay for your return train trip between 
Sydney and Junee with NSW TrainLink.   We have arranged a group booking reference (NVD226).  It is 
important you quote this reference when you book your trip.  
The group booking will close on 22nd July.  When booking, I suggest you ask for Michelle Douglass.   Michelle 
managed the bookings for our Broken Hill trip away, we found Michelle efficient and very helpful.  I suggest you 
first call Michelle on 9379 3800 to make sure she is on shift when you plan to make your booking.   
You can pay and collect the tickets in person at NSW TrainLink located on Platform 1, Sydney Central Station; 
remember to quote the group booking reference.  You may also book and pay via phone on 132232.  Once 
again, please remember to quote the group booking reference. 
Senior and pensioner concessions apply.  Of course members are free to make their own travel arrangements to 
join us at Junee. Train timetable details were in the June newsletter.

Trip Away Prices

I had hoped to have the prices for the motel accomodation at June.  I can advise we have accommodation at 
Crossing Motel within Junee.  At the moment, we are clarifying the group price for accommodation together 
with a breakfast.  I can tell you that the bus tour for week is $130 per person.  The price includes admission to 
venues on the tour.

Retired Members Social Functions John Lane



7July 2016

CWU Retired Members Association Newsletter

Welfare News Peter Hack

Wednesday, 24th August 2016.
We usually gather from 10 am 

onwards.  
For any further information please contact  

Peter Lygoe :
 
Phone: (02) 6551 0500 
email : petekayl@bigpond.com

The get-together is absolutely 
informal, there is no business 
agenda. Just come along and renew 
old friendships, everyone is very 
welcome. Please spread the word 
to those who may be interested.

Mid North Coast  

aNNual Get-toGether 

West Port Macquarie Bowling Club 

 in Buller Street. 

THIS MONTH I HAVE TO START MY REPORT ADVISING THAT THREE OF OUR MEMBERS HAVE PASSED 
AWAY IN THE PAST FOUR WEEKS.  PHILLIP HOHNBERG HAS PASSED AWAY.  LAST MONTH, I 

REPORTED THAT PHILLIP WAS HOME AFTER A LONG STAY IN THE HOSPITAL.  GEOFF THOMAS HAD 
been ill for some time and passed away on the 22nd June 2016.  Many members 
particularly those from the training school would have been close friends with Geoff.  
Barry Ogilvie passed away on Thursday, 8th July 2016, Barry is well known to our members 
in the Riverina.  Special tributes to all three members are in this month's newsletter.
Alf Barnes is still in Gosford hospital undergoing tests after having a fall two weeks ago.
Tony Woodfield has been in hospital since May.  Following a relatively minor operation, Tony experienced a 
complication that has required treatment in Intensive Care.  I can advise that Tony is now out of Intensive Care. 
Our thoughts and best wishes are with Tony and wife Mary during this difficult time.
Bill Edwards has recently had major heart surgery; I can now report that Bill is now at home working on his 
recovery.  Peter Jordan has to wear a special boot on a broken foot for a further two weeks. 
I reported last month that John Loudon had undergone a shoulder operation and had to wait six weeks for 
his bone grafts to heal before his rehabilitation could commence.  I can now report that John has commenced 
physiotherapy.  I am sure all members will join me in extending best wishes to John on his road to recovery and 
we hope to see him soon at our general meeting.   Bob Mason is home from hospital after a sucessful operation 
to remove a skin cancer.  Bob caught the flu while he was in hospital, we wish him a speedy recovery from both 
his flu and operation.  Arch Douglas has been in and out of hospital with a lung problems.  We send our best 
wishes to Arch and wife Gerry. 
Last month I reported that Pat Veigel had a fall back in May breaking her hip and leg.  Pat has returned to her 
nursing home.  Paul Rewhorn has spoken to Pat’s daughter Lynne about her mother’s progress.  Lynne advised 
Paul that Pat is both well and happy.  Pat does have a difficult time ahead as she starts her rehabilitation.  Once 
again we extend our best wishes to Pat and her family for the support they provide to Pat.
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CWU Retired Members Association
Application Form

CWU Telecommunications and Services Branch (NSW) Retired Members Association accepts for membership any former member of 
the CEPU, CWU, ATEA, ATPOA, PTTA, CTPOA etc. and their spouse. The Association also accepts retired/redundant/or former members 
from Telecom/Telstra or a Union or firm which does not have a retired members association. Membership is available to union 
members made either redundant or ceased employment for reason of invalidity or early retirement.
The Retired Members Association’s aims are to secure, maintain and improve superannuation and pension rights of members, provide 
an accessible forum (monthly meetings) for discussion and formulation of policies and we have regular social outings at a reasonable 
cost for members. 
A minimum payment amount of $20 gives you membership for life.  Members who wish to receive our monthly newsletter  via post 
(ten issues per year), the cost is $10 per year.  Name badges can be purchased for $10 each (includes postage).    
To make application to become a member, please complete the form below and mail to:
  Secretary, Bruce Muirhead  22 Cameron Avenue, Baulkham Hills,  NSW 2153.

Please sign

Technician in Training Year  
(If Applicable)

Date dd/mm/yyyy

Please  
Tick ü

Please  
Tick ü

The Employee Number may help 
the Association to assist with 
Superannuation and /or Pensions etc. 
at a later date.

I would like to receive the Retired Members Association’s 
newsletter by email. The Association does not disclose 
email addresses to third parties.

I would like to receive the monthly Newsletter by 
post.  The cost for ten issues per year is $10.   
Please include this amount with membership fee.

I would like to purchase a name badge with my 
membership.  The cost is $10.00 (incl postage).  
Please Include this amount with membership fee.

Please tick üpayment method.  
Details for direct payment shown adjacent

$
I include payment of $20 for membership dues and $10 to cover  
newsletter postage (if required) and an further $10 for name badge  
(if required). 

DIRECT PAYMENT DETAILS
Direct Credit to BSB 814-282 (CUA) Account No 10642769.  
Use your surname as the reference.

I request the management committee of the CWU Retired Members Association (NSW) to consider my application for membership and 
if accepted agree to abide by the rules of the Association.

Notification to applicant will be provided following the next committee meeting normally held on the  
2nd Thursday of month

First Names Surname

Address 1

Address 2

Town/Suburb Post Code

Telephone Mobile

Employee/AGS Number

Brief Work History (where you worked in PMG/Telecom/Telstra)

Name to appear on badge

Cash Cheque Direct 
Payment

Enter total 
amount

E-mail Address


