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Welcome to the March 2013 Newsletter

The year for the Retired Members Association was off to a great start with 
forty members attending the February General Meeting, thank you to all 

the members who attended, I would like to see many more members attend our 
meeting.  Remember, many at the meeting have lunch together afterwards.  It is a 
great opportunity to meet with workmates.      

We have a guest speaker, Sandra McCarthy at our April 2013 meeting.  Sandra 
until recently was mayor of 
Kiama and before that ran 
as a candidate for the seat of 
Gilmore in the 1998 Federal 
Election.  Members may be 
aware that Kiama is one of the 
earlier townships to connect 
to the NBN.  Therefore, 
Sandra may have something to 
say about the benefits of NBN 
in areas outside of the major 
cities.  Just as a footnote on 
Sandra, her father Ray Veigel 

worked in the PMG/Telecom for many years and her mother Pat Veigel worked 
in the union office for a number of years. I draw your attention to the adjacent 
notice of change of date for the April Monthly General Meeting.

The results of our committee election are published in this edition of the 
newsletter, I have to add that it was good to see the election of Trevor Anderson 
and Steve Flynn as new committeemen, well done Trevor and Steve as well to all 
committee members, thank you for your continuing support.

On the subject of the committee, I must pay tribute to Ralph Britten. During 
my 16 years as member, Ralph has always held a senior position within the 
organisation, however this year his own health and family problems have 
seen the need for Ralph to relinquish the Welfare Officers position.  Ralph has 
donated a remarkable amount of his time following up members who are in poor 
health.  The Association owes Ralph a big debt of gratitude.  I am pleased to say 
Ralph is staying on as Committee member ensuring with wealth of knowledge 
and experience will continue to be available to us.

Vince Haywood

Continued on page 2

RMA Monthly Meetings
The Retired Members’ Association meets on the 4th Thursday of the month (February to November)

 at 10.15 am.  The meeting venue is the Finance Sector Union (FSU) meeting room:
 Level 2, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Exception is the May Meeting held at Woy Woy Leagues Club, Central Coast
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Daniel O’Flanagan
                    

The Retired Members Association is sadden to advise of the 
passing away of a member Daniel O’Flanagan (known as Flan to 
his many workmates).  

Daniel passed away on the 6th February 2013 after a battle with 
pancreatic cancer.  A funeral service was held for Daniel on the 
12th February 2013 at Woomargama.  Daniel was 62 years of age.

Daniel worked on construction his entire career mainly in the 
Riverina area.  Daniel was a member of the RMA for over twelve 
years.

The Retired Members Association extends deepest sympathy and 
condolences to Daniel’s wife Sandra and daughters Mandy, Jenny 
and Michelle, other family members and his many workmates.

Thank you to Mick Byron for advising of the passing away of  
Daniel O’Flanagan.

Over the last couple of weeks I have been doing a bit of 
volunteer work for APHEDA (the overseas aid agency of the 
ACTU).  Particularly pleasing is the number of members from 
RMA doing volunteer work for the APHEDA. 

APHEDA was established in 1984 to contribute directly to 
countries and regions where workers are disadvantaged through 
exploitation, poverty, discrimination and civil conflict.

This month you will see a notice promoting the 2013 APHEDA 
raffle, the raffle has great prizes including $8000 in travel 
vouchers and a commuter bike, perfect prizes for many of grey 
nomads, please give the raffle your support. 

Bye for now, 
Vince

Welcome to the March 2013 Newsletter 
(Cont’d) New Committee for 2013

An important agenda item at the annual meeting 
was the election of new committee. The following 
committee was elected.

President: Vince Haywood 

Vice Presidents: Bruce Coxall and John Lane 

Secretary Peter Hack 

Assistant Secretary Bruce Muirhead 

Treasurer Bob Hamblion 

Committee: Bob Clifford, Ralph Britten, Dave Morgan, 
Dick Orchard, Frank Ingersole, Jim Spencer,  
John Bryce, John Hickey, John McAuliffe, Max Wright, 
Norm Nelson, Ron Milosh, Allan Fairbairn,  
Trevor Anderson and Steve FlynnProposed Constitutional Amendment

Notice was given at the February General Meeting 
to amend the constitution of the Retired Members 
Association.

The proposed amendment will change the name of 
our Association from “Communication, Electrical and 
Plumbers Union Retired Members Association” to the 
“Communications Workers Union Retired Members 
Association”.

The name change will align our name to that of our parent 
Union.  A motion to this effect will be moved at the March 
2013 General Meeting.

Being a constitutional change it must be advertised in advance 
and requires an affirmative vote of 75% of votes cast.
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TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 2012
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Welcome to Two New Members

The Retired Members Association 
extends a warm welcome to two new members.

Leonard John Smith.  Leonard last worked with 
Telstra Country Wide at Wagga Wagga and was 
a 1972 Technician in Training.

Kenneth Swan.  Kenneth last worked with NSW 
Data Production Ops at Burwood and was a 
1961 Technician in Training.

Autumn Leaves Lunch - 
Wednesday, 17 April 2013

Yes it is autumn already, and the Retired Members 
Association will be having its annual Autumn 
Leaves lunch.

This year we are having the lunch on Wednesday, 
17th April 2013.  The lunch is to be held at the 
Springwood Bowling Club, 81 Macquarie Road, 
Springwood (Phone 02 47511298). The Club is a 
short 7-minute walk east from the station.
 
The train timetables to and from Springwood are as  
follows:
A train departs Central at 10.09 am, then  
Strathfield 10.22 am, Parramatta 10.34 am,  
Blacktown 10.45 am, Penrith 11.00 am and arriving 
Springwood 11.30am

From the west, a train departs Lithgow at 9.32 am, 
then Katoomba 10.22 am and arriving Springwood 
11.02 am.

Peter Hack

Members News
The February Newsletter reported that Max Wright was 
recovering following surgery to his feet.  Sadly, we have to 
report that Max is not feeling well at this time.  Max enjoys the 
close support of his family.  The Retired Members Association 
offers Max its best wishes and encouragement at this difficult 
time.

Many members would know Frank Eagles.  Frank and his 
partner Wei are in the process of moving back to Sydney from 
Queensland.  Frank is being treated for cancer and is very 
frail following a neck injury.  At this stage, Frank is unable to 
receive a visit until he is settled first.  Our thoughts and best 
wishes are with Frank and Wei at this time.

Peter Hack is back to his busy life following the fitting of a 
pacemaker recently. It was good to see Peter looking so well at 
the recent February General Meeting.

Ralph Britten had a short stay in hospital.  We are pleased to 
report he is back on his feet also attending the recent February 
General Meeting.

Shaun Higgins has been good to give us an update on  
Jack Hayes and Bob Morris.  Shaun’s report was on the  
16th February.

Jack Hayes is in the John Hunter hospital after undergoing 
surgery.  Unfortunately, Jack suffered a number of setbacks 
after the initial surgery.  Jack’s wife Cathy advises Jack’s 
condition is finally improving, however he still has to undergo 
further treatment and as yet there is no timeframe for Jack’s 
return home.

Bob Morris a former NSW Country Installation Technical 
Officer, finished his career with PMG/Telecom/Telstra retiring 
from NDC as a senior project officer in 1999. Bob is suffering 
inoperable cancer and was visited at home on Monday 4th 
February by a few former workmates, since then he has been 
hospitalised and returning home on the 14th February. Bob 
and Isabel are thankful for the support from Bob’s former work 
community.  

For those wishing to contact Bob, he is at home and can be 
contacted as follows. As Bob’s condition varies from day to day, 
it is best to call first if you wish to arrange a visit, contact Bob 
or Isabel on (02) 4385 4475. 

 There is also a train that departs Katoomba 11.22am 
arriving Springwood 12.02pm

Going Home from Springwood to Central, a train departs 
Springwood at 1.32 pm, Penrith 2.04 pm, 
Blacktown 2.18 pm, Parramatta 2.30 pm,  Strathfield 2.42 
pm, arrives  at Central 2.55 pm

Next trains depart from Springwood for Central depart at 
2.01 pm, 3.19 pm, 4.05 pm, 4.53 pm, 5.01 pm.

  
Going West trains depart Springwood at 1.30 pm, then 
arrives at Katoomba 2.10 pm, Lithgow 3.00 pm 

Trains depart Springwood to Katoomba at 2.30 pm and 3.30 
pm.  Trains going onto to Lithgow depart at 3.56 pm and  
4.50 pm
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A Story from Orange

One of the best things about a trip away with mates is that 
stories get swapped. 

I’d like to share a story from the RMA’s 
last September Orange trip that I 
particularly enjoyed. I was swapping 
yarns with Dennis Richardson (known 
as Richo from the training school).  
When the subject of Bathurst came up; 
a town just down the road from Orange. 

Richo proceeded to tell us that he grew 
up in Bathurst and began his career as a Telegram Boy. This 
dates Richo because it was in the days when Ben Chifley 

was Prime Minister and lived in 
Bathurst.  He remembers delivering 
numerous telegrams to the Chifley 
house where Mrs Chifley would 
greet him and give him two bob and 
a glass of lemonade. 

You can imagine how in those 
post war years the telegram would 
have been one of the most formal 
communications to a Prime 
Minister. Plenty of them used to 

arrive at the Post office and the 
telegram boys would competed 

vigorously to get to be the one to deliver it and receive 
their glass of lemonade and two bob. Great story Richo! It 
epitomises the career beginnings of so many technicians,as 
well as the role this important communications technology 
played at the time. 

Ben Chifley 

Dennis Richardson on the way to 
Orange

John LaneTelecommunications and the 
Australian National Museum
Recently, Sandra McCarthy the former mayor of Kiama 
presented the Retired Members Association with a copy 
of a publication, “Transforming Australia: The Broadband 
Revolution and the Digital Economy”.   Members may recall 
Kiama is one of the early regional centres to connect to 
NBN. We thank Sandra for the publication, which will be 
treasured by our Association.

An impressive part of the publication are the five pages of 
history that preface the story of the Broadband Technology. 

The publication has prompted the RMA to re-visit a topic; 
namely the low profile of telecommunications within 
the Australian National Museum located in Canberra. 
I am sure members would agree with the contention 
that telecommunications had a major part to play in 
the building of our nation, and to see it have a negligent 
profile within this important museum, we found most 
disappointing and something we tried to rectify at the 
time.  We wrote to the then minister responsible for the 
National Museum as well as the curator of the museum in 
2008. We stated our case, which was ignored to the extent 
that we received no acknowledgement of receipt of our 
communication from either the minister or the museum 
curator.

On this occasion, the Retired Members Association 
has written to Senator Stephen Conroy, Minister for 
Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy 
seeking the support of a person with a prime responsibility 
for the nation’s telecommunications.  Ideally, the RMA 
would like to see the National Museum include an exhibit 
on telecommunications, showing what we believe played an 
important part in the overall development of our nation.

Hopefully, this time the RMA will have more success on 
this issue.


