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Welcome to the October 2013 Newsletter
Vince Haywood

RMA Monthly Meetings
The Retired Members’ Association meets on the 4th Thursday of the month (February to November)

 at 10.15 am.  The meeting venue is the Finance Sector Union (FSU) meeting room:
 Level 2, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Exception is the May Meeting held at Woy Woy Leagues Club, Central Coast

Thanks to all those who contacted and visited me to wish me well during my recent stay in hospital. 
Hospital is the best place to be in when you are not well, however twelve days does seem a fair impost.

While in Hornsby Hospital, I was impressed by the patience, professionalism and compassion of the 
nursing staff.  I was also aware of the posters from the Nurses Union on their station imploring  
Barry O’Farrell to end the cuts to public health funding.

It is disingenuous in the extreme for the aptly named Minister Skinner to cut the funding and then wash 
her hands of the result by blaming the local hospital boards for closing beds and cutting services.  As 
usual, the burden falls unfairly on the less well off.

This is not dissimilar to the Federal Government’s plan to deny bright kids from poor backgrounds access 
to university positions.  Apparently the only criteria required to enter university will be the ability to pay, 
ensuring those of wealthy families will be eligible, regardless of comparative scholastic ability. This will 
also include fee paying overseas students who will take their knowledge and qualifications back to their 
country and contribute nothing to the future wealth of Australia.

It seems similar to the way (mostly overseas owned) mining companies rip out our minerals and export 
them and the profits, so that other countries can value add and send them back for us to buy.  Both 
schemes seem short sighted and inequitable.

The latest issue of “The Voice”;  the monthly newspaper of the Combined Pensioners and Superannuants of 
New South Wales (CPSA).has reported that the taskforce commissioned by the State Government into 
older driver licence testing has advised that the current provisions should not be altered and has State 
Government agreement, despite their pre-election promises to the contrary. Strangely, the  
task-force will not be releasing its reasons for the recommendation.

Neither Tasmania nor Victoria conducts mandatory on-road testing of older drivers and both states report 
lower accident rates per licences issued.  

The CPSA supports the view that all drivers should be medically fit to drive.

Our September general meeting was well attended, given the grand-parent duties undertaken during 
school holidays and I remind members that the guest speaker for the October meeting will be our own 
Phil Orchard who will give a presentation on his time as a member of the Merchant Navy in the Atlantic 
during the Second World War.

Continued on page 2
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Still on the subject of meetings, I would like to remind 
our members who live in the Forster area or central 
coast of a special general meeting to be held on 
Wednesday, 16 October 2013, commencing 10.30 am.  
The meeting will be followed by lunch.  The meeting 
provides an opportunity to renew acquaintances with 
former workmates who are on the RMA annual trip-
away.  

Another important function on our calendar is the 
annualChristmas Party lunch, this year at Petersham 
RSL on Thursday, 21st November 2013.  The move to 
Petersham has been necessary because of the shortage 
of venues at a reasonable cost in the Sydney CBD.  
Please see inside this month’s newsletter for full details.

Bye for now.

Vince. 

Steve Harsas

The Retired Members Association is sad to advise that Steve 
Harsas passed away earlier in the year on the  
5th March 2013.

Steve had been a member of our Association for over eleven 
years.

The Retired members Associations extends it deepest 
sympathy to Steve’s wife, family and friends.

Julayne Flannery

The Retired Members Association is sad to advise that 
Julayne Flannery passed away on 10 September 2013 after 
a long illness.  Julayne was NSW Branch President of the 
ATPOA, Senior Vice-President of the combined ATEA and 
ATPOA NSW Branch, ATPOA Federal Councilor and a Life 
Member of the CEPU.

Julayne will be remembered as a tireless worker on behalf 
of Operator members for many years and her renowned 
determination in the protection and improvement of their 
pay and conditions.

The Retired Members Association extends its condolences 
and deepest sympathies to Julayne’s family and friends.
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Special Presentation: Battle of the Atlantic 
October General Meeting
Phil Orchard a long standing member of the Retired Members Association will be giving a presentation on the 
Battle of the Atlantic at the October General Meeting to be held on Thursday, 24 October 2013.

Phil Orchard was a member of the Merchant Marine during the Second World War and part of a contingent of 
Australians who served in the Battle of the Atlantic.  The British Government invited Phil along with a number 
of Australian veterans from the Battle of the Atlantic for a series of commemoration events centred on the cities of Liverpool, 
London and Derry-Londonderry.

The Battle of the Atlantic was the longest continuous military campaign in the Second World War, at its height from mid-1940 
through to the end of 1943.

Members will no doubt find Phil’s presentation both interesting and very informative.
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Retired Members Association’s Christmas Party  
12 pm, Thursday, 21 November 2013

The September 
2013 issue of the 

newsletter announced 
our Christmas Party 
this year would be 
held on Thursday, 21 
November 2013 at 
the Petersham RSL.

The move to Petersham 
RSL and an earlier date 
has been necessary 
because of the difficulty 
of finding a location for 
our Christmas Party in 
the Sydney CBD that can 
provide an affordable 
meal and drinks.

A number of Telstra 
groups have their 
reunions at Petersham 
RSL.  The Petersham RSL 
( 7 Regent Street, see map 
diagram on last page of 

this newsletter) is in walking distance from Petersham Station as is bus routes in adjacent Trafalgar Street.

Petersham Railway Station does not have lifts for access to the street level.  For members that would have 
problems with stairs, we have included details of nearby bus routes.  The bus routes are:

•	 412 - City to Petersham
•	 444 & 445 – Balmain to Petersham.

While this newsletter issue has published times for the 412 bus routes, members are reminded of a change of bus 
and train timetables throughout Sydney on the 20th October, therefore times quoted may change.  Members are 
advised to check their public transport timetables just prior to the Christmas party date.  We will try to publish any 
changes in the November newsletter but please bear in mind the newsletter will be published less than a fortnight 
prior to the Christmas Party. 

Christmas Party Information
Again, the Christmas Party will be held at 12 pm on Thursday, 21st November 2013. The cost will be $40 per head 
and will cover a three-course meal and lucky door prizes. Payment can be made either at the General Meeting or 
via posting a cheque to the Secretary, at the address shown on page 2 of the newsletter.

Route 412  Railway Square George Street (Stand D) 11.26 am arriving at Petersham (Trafalgar Street) at 11.47 am.   
There is a later 412 bus leaving Railway Square at 11.46 am that arrives at 12.07 pm.
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Member News
John Loudon is now home after back surgery.   
John is in some pain but hopes to come good with 
time.  John wishes to thank all who enquired after 
him.  We wish John well for a continued recovery.

Alan Stevens is now settling back in at home 
following a knee replacement and the completion 
of fourteen days rehabilitation at Hunters Hill 
Private.

Alan tells us he had some swelling and pain but 
now after continuing exercise, each day is bringing 
improvement.

Alan wishes to thank all those who have been 
asking after his progress and for the calls, cards, 
visits and thoughts.

 

New Members
The Retired Members Association welcomes two 
new members.

John Acheson.  John last worked with Network 
Integration at 232 Elizabeth Street, Sydney.  John 
was 1970 Technician in Training.

Bill (William) Noble.  Bill last worked with Telstra 
Country Wide. John was 1970 Technician in 
Training.

The Retired Members Association extends a 
warm welcome to John and Bill; we hope we have 
opportunity to meet at a future meeting or social 
function.
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Map showing Petersham RSL, Railway Station and Bus Stop


