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RMA Monthly Meetings
The Retired Members’ Association meets on the 4th Thursday of the month (February to November)

 at 10.15 am.  The meeting venue is the Finance Sector Union (FSU) meeting room:
 Level 2, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Exception is the May Meeting held at Woy Woy Leagues Club, Central Coast

Welcome to the April 2014 Newsletter
Welcome to the April 2014 issue of the newsletter.

Despite the poor weather conditions, we had a well-attended March General Meeting.  
There were thirty members present.  It was pleasing to see ex-committeeman  
Phil Orchard in attendance.
Our special presenter, Tiffany Taleski provided both 
an informative and interesting presentation on legal 
matters.  Subjects covered included wills, power of 
attorney and property transfers.  

Tiffany is a representative for Taylor and Scott law 
firm, representatives for the CWU NSW Branch.  
Taylor and Scott provide special rates for legal 
advice and property transfers for the CWU general 
membership.  These special rates are now extended 
to Retired Members Association’s members.  Any 
member who wishes to avail of Taylor and Scott legal 
services can contact our Secretary, Bruce Muirhead.

Friends of ABC Presentation
I am pleased to announce Chris Cartledge is our 
guest speaker for the April General Meeting. 
Chris Cartledge is a member of the RMA and 
a representative of “Friends of the ABC”.  Chris 
has been president of the Illawarra Branch since 
its inception in 1999; he is also on the NSW 
management board and Webmaster.

Members have most likely read and seen in the 
media reports of senior government ministers’ 
criticism of the ABC.  The criticism stems from 
the ABC’s coverage of asylum seekers and spying 
revelations. Prime Minister Abbott’s went as far at 
to claim that the ABC seems takes everyone’s side 
but Australia’s.  The Fairfax and News Limited in 

particular have been quick to wade into the debate 
with their criticism of the ABC; questioning its role in 
the media industry,

The Prime Minister gave an assurance before the last 
Federal Election that a future coalition government 
would not reduce the ABC funding.  Yet, there 
are now two reviews of ABC funding, the Audit of 
Commission and special review into the ABC and 
SBS.  Recent reports in the media suggest that ABC 
management is already planning for how to deal 
with future budget cuts.  Mark Scott, ABC Managing 
Director has not ruled-out sparing any of ABC’s 
various services, including rural services if there is a 
budget reduction.

Given the current political climate for the ABC, it 
is important to learn more about the role of ABC 
in today’s media landscape.   I would encourage 
members to come and listen to Chris Cartledge.

Green Slips May Cost More for over 65s
The Combined Pensioners and Superannuants 
newspaper “The Voice” reported that some insurance 
companies are discriminating against persons aged 
over 65.  CPSA has received a host of complaints 
about insurers jacking up the price of green slips 
for older drivers.  CPSA research using the price 
comparator at greenslips.com.au showed a disparity. 

Continued on Page 5
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Judy Englund

Eric McCartney has e-mailed the Retired Members 
Association to let us know of the passing away of 
Judy Englund.

Judy was the wife of Laurie Englund, a long-term 
member of the Retired Members Association for 
close on thirty years.  

Judy had been confined to a wheel chair after 
suffering a stroke some 30 years ago.

Laurie who spent most of his PMG/Telecom career 
with Country Installation and Training School is 
now living at the Chesalon Nursing Home,  
15 Lenna Place, Jannali.

Members can send their expressions of sympathy 
via Eric McCartney at ericjohn01@optusnet.com.au.

The Retired Members Association extends its 
deepest sympathy and condolences to Laurie and 
other family, friends and former workmates

Reg Whiteoak

The Retired Members Association was sadden to 
learn that Reg Whiteoak recently passed away.

Reg had been a member of our Association since 
September 1993, a membership spanning over 
twenty years.  Ralph Britten offered a tribute to 
Reg at the Annual Meeting in February.  Ralph 
recalled Reg as a person who went out of his way 
to assist a workmate.  

The Retired Members Association extends its 
deepest sympathy and condolences to Reg’s 
family, friends and former workmates.

Reginald Vincent Cain

The Retired Members Association is sadden to 
advise of the passing away of a member  
Reginald Vincent Cain.  Ron White (Reg’s step-son) 
advised the Association of Reg’s passing away on 
the 25th February 2013.

Reg joined our Association on the 25th May 1991 
(membership number 142).

The Retired Members Association extends its 
deepest sympathy and condolences to Ron White, 
Reg’s other family members and friends.

Tony Hilton

Alan Stevens has informed the Association of 
the passing away of Tony Hilton on Saturday, 
25 March 2014 at his home. Tony succumbed to 
cancer that had spread throughout his body.

Tony was 69 years of age (brother of Tim Hilton).  
Alan Stevens has provided the following tribute to 
Tony

Although Tony left Sydney (Potts Point Subs 
Installation) many years ago (in the mid seventies) 
to settle in Wagga, he was always in contact with 
his many former workmates, friends and those 
boys from the bush who came to Sydney to begin 
their first job as a Technician in Training in the 
PMG.

Tony is survived by daughter Tracey and son Gary 
together with their respective families, as well as 
brothers Tim and Fred and their families.

The Retired Members Association extends its 
deepest sympathy and condolences to Tony’s 
entire family, friends and former workmates.
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Autumn is now upon us and the Retired Members Association will have its annual 
Autumn Leaves lunch at the Springwood Bowling Club on Thursday, 15 May 2014.

The Springwood Bowling Club address is 81 Macquarie Road, Springwood (Phone 02 47511298), just a short 
7-minute walk east from the station.
The train timetables to and from Springwood are as 
follows:

The train from Sydney departs Central at 10.18 am, 
then Strathfield 10.31 am, Parramatta 10.43 am,  
Blacktown 10.52 am, Penrith 11.06 am and arriving 
Springwood 11.37am

For members who live west of Springwood, a train 
departs Lithgow at 9.26 am, then arrives at Katoomba 
10.14 am and Springwood 10.54 am.  There is also 
a train that departs Katoomba at 11.14 am arriving 
Springwood 11.54 am

Going Home from Springwood to Central, a train departs 
Springwood at 1.54 pm, then arrives at Penrith 2.25 pm, 
Blacktown 2.39 pm, Parramatta 2.49 pm,  
Strathfield 3.01 pm, arrives at Central 3.14 pm.

The next trains depart from Springwood for Central 
depart at 2.54 pm, 3.24 pm, 3.54 pm, 4.24 pm

Going home to the West, a train departs Springwood at 
1.39 pm, then arrives at Katoomba 2.18 pm, Lithgow 3.05 
pm 

Other trains depart Springwood to Katoomba at 2.38 pm 
and 3.37 pm.  Trains going onto to Lithgow depart at 
3.37 pm and 4.37 pm
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Welcome to the April 2014 
Newsletter (Cont’d)

The CPSA found that while some insurance companies 
charge the same rate for both a 30 and 80 year old 
person, other companies such as QBE, CIC and Allianz 
charge between $38 and $100 more for a green 
slip for the 80 year-old driver.The cost of insurance 
has been a regular topic at our general meetings.  
Members report their car and house insurance policy 
renewals are increasing well above the CPI rate. 

Members also report following their complaint to their 
insurance company, the company will often respond 
with a premium reduction. 

The message here is not to automatically renew 
your insurance.  Instead shop around for the best 
deal before you renew.  Thanks to the Combined 
Pensioners and Superannuants for this important 
story.  I recommend members visit their website 
at cpsa.org.au, where you can download their 
newspaper “The Voice”.

APHEDA Annual Raffle
Members will see a notice on the second page of this 
newsletter for Union Aid Abroad’s (APHEDA) raffle to 
be drawn in May 2014.

The Retired Members Association is proud to be 
associated with APHEDA.  APHEDA was established 
to contribute directly to countries and regions of 
the world where men and women workers are 
disadvantaged through poverty, a lack of workplace, 
denial of labour and human rights, civil conflict and 
war.

Union Aid Abroad is committed to justice and 
solidarity and to self-reliance, not charity. It builds 
self-reliance through support to educational and 
training projects for workers and their organisations in 
Southeast Asia, the Pacific, the Middle East, Southern 
Africa and the Caribbean.

APHEDA is fully accredited with the Australian 
Government’s overseas aid agency, AusAID and is a 
signatory to the Australian Council for International 
Development’s Code of Conduct.

I would encourage you to purchase tickets for their 
annual raffle and learn more about APHEDA by 
visiting their website apheda.org.au.

Bye for now, Vince

Member News
Peter Hack

Frank Eagles in the past couple of weeks was in 
hospital for an operation.  The good news is 
Frank is now recovering at home.  Arch Douglas 
was also in hospital in the last week for an 
operation.  Arch is home recovering from 
the operation.  I am sure all Retired Members 
Association members will join me in wishing 
both Frank and Arch a full and speedy recovery.

Last month, I reported that Peter Lygoe had a 
stroke on Christmas Day.  Peter is now enjoying 
being at home again since early March having 
undergone rehabilitation at Wingham hospital.  
Peter ventured out recently to the Taree West 
Bowling Club to catch-up with former work 
mates Dennis Mitchell, John Parsons and 
Grahame Ellis.  Keep up the good work Peter and 
thank you to Shaun Higgins for the update on 
Peter.

Last month, I mentioned that John Loudon was 
recovering from back surgery.  John showed up 
at our April Fools Day Lunch.  It was good to see 
you again John.

Pat Veigel is currently in Shellharbor 
Rehabilitation Hospital. It was expected that 
Pat might have needed an operation.  However 
doctors have identified an infection and with the 
correct diet Pat’s health should improve.  Best 
wishes Pat for a full and speedy recovery.

John “Parso” Parsons (aka Parso Joe from the 
GPO) ex Country Installation No. 5, Kempsey 
Project Team and Payphones is currently in 
Sydney for heart surgery.  Mates on the  
North Coast and Retired Members Association 
extend to John their best wishes.  We will keep 
everyone updated on John’s progress.
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Since the start of 2014, the Retired Members Association has a large number of new members 
join us. On behalf of all members, I extend a warm welcome to all the new members and we 
hope we have the opportunity to meet at our monthly general meetings and social functions.
Anthony Paul Woodfield.  Anthony last worked Telstra in 
Special Services.  

Charles Thomas Hoyer.  Charles last worked at 
Wollongong Exchange and was a 1965 Technician In 
Training.

Greg Gifford.  Greg last worked with Project 
Management, Parramatta and was a 1969 Technician 
In Training.

Geoffrey Gallaty.  Geoff lasted work at Parramatta and 
was a 1965 Technician In Training.

Glenn Cartwright.  Glenn last worked at the Wollongong 
Call Centre.

Terry Wheat.  Terry last worked at Shoalhaven CFW

Stefen (Steve) Hreszczuk.  Tod Mirgis introduced Steve 
to the Retired Members Association.  Steve worked 
for a major part of his career with Trunk Service and 
Transmission Support in Sydney.

Gregory Lindsay Burgess.  Gregory last work at Exhibition 
AXE TMG in Melbourne and a 1974 Technical Officer 
in Training.

Stephen John Small.  Stephen last worked at Telstra’s 
Burwood Offices and was a 1973 Technical Officer in 
Training.

Anthony Day.  Anthony last worked at the Training 
School and was a 1965 Technician In Training. 
Gerald William Thompson.  Gerald last worked at the 
Training School and was a 1959 Technician In 
Training. 
Percy (Peter) Mallard.  Peter last worked at the Training 
School and was a 1959 Technician In Training.  
Peter had the misfortune of having to instruct the 
Newsletter’s editor when a trainee in 1967. 
John Wade.  John last worked with Exchange 
Installation at Capalaba OLD. Prior to his transfer to 
Queensland, John worked at City East and Potts Point 
Exchange.  John was a 1965 Technician in Training 
completing his training in 1970 following his service 
in Vietnam.   John since retirement now lives at Port 
Macquarie with his family.

A Warm Welcome to our New Members


