
CWU,  NSW Telecommunciations and Services Branch
N E W S L E T T E R

Retired Members Association

www.cwuretiredmembers.org June 2014
Vince Haywood

RMA Monthly Meetings
The Retired Members’ Association meets on the 4th Thursday of the month (February to November)

 at 10.15 am.  The meeting venue is the Finance Sector Union (FSU) meeting room:
 Level 2, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Exception is the May Meeting held at Woy Woy Leagues Club, Central Coast
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Our May General Meeting was held at Woy Woy.  This 
year, attendance was well below numbers compared 
with previous years.  However for the members, 
who did attend, they were well looked after by the 
Woy Woy Leagues Club.  As in past years, the club 
provided a room free of charge for our meeting and 
extended their members discount for our lunch after 
the meeting.  

Our thanks go to the Woy Woy Leagues Club’s staff 
and management

I would also like to extend my thanks to  
Ralph Britten for taking over the reins as Acting 
Secretary for meeting while Secretary  
Bruce Muirhead was recuperating from a spell in 
hospital.  Thanks also to Bruce Noake who kindly 
agreed to take the meeting’s minutes, Bruce stepped 
in for Peter Hack who is in the throes of selling his 
Lawson property to move to Temora.

Ted Mortimer
I received a phone call from Ted Mortimer to advise 
me of his change of address and during the phone 
call, our conversation turned to his pastimes.  It 
turns out Ted is held in very high regard in his local 
community and was named Dubbo’s 2014 Senior 
Citizen of the year for his volunteer work.  This 
month’s newsletter features an article on Ted’s fine 
activities.  Good one Ted.

Bert Senior 
I am sad to report the passing away of Bert Senior.  
Only recently, the Association awarded Bert an 
OBN (“Over Bloody Ninety Award”).  I have had the 
pleasure over the years enjoying Bert’s company 
at a number of social gatherings.  Bert will be sadly 
missed.  Rest in peace, Bert.

Fred Matthews
This month’s newsletter has an article on  
Fred Matthews who recently ninety and the 
presentation of RMA’s “Over Bloody Ninety Award”.  
Fred has been a member of our Association for over 
22 years.  Congratulations Fred.

Pensioner Excursion Tickets
Tod Mirgis drew my attention to a letter he received 
from the state minister for transport regarding the 
Gold Opal Senior/Pensioner card.

Apparently the Senior/Pensioner card is not yet 
available but will be by the end of the year.  The 
important news for members to note is the 
Pensioner/Senior Excursion Ticket (the $2.50 ticket) 
will not be available to be purchased on State 
Transit buses from the 1st  June 2014, tickets must 
be bought from external sources such as Australia 
Post, 7-11 convenience stores or newsagencies. 
This will affect members in the Eastern Suburbs of 
Sydney in particular.
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Bert Senior

The Retired Members Association is sadden to report 
that Bert Senior passed away on Friday, 30th May 2014.  A 
number of RMA members attended a service for Bert held 
at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Kiama on the  
6th January 2014.  Bert was ninety years of age.

Bert would be well known among our Eastern Suburbs 
membership, having worked on Subscriber Maintenance 
in the area throughout his career until his retirement from 
Edgecliff FDC at the age of 65.

Bert had been a member of our Association for close on 
eighteen years and a staunch Unionist.
Last December, John Lane on behalf of the Retired 
Members Association presented Bert with an OBN  
(Over Bloody Ninety) Award.

Pat Veigel a fellow RMA member and her daughters 
Sandra and Lynne will sadly miss Bert.  Bert was a lifelong 
family friend.  Bert and Pat’s late husband Ray studied 
together for the Open Technician exam.

The Retired Members Association extends its deepest 
sympathy and condolences to Pat and her family and 
Bert’s many friends.
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The NSW Transport Minister claims to have advised 
Senior Card Holders of the changed arrangements.  
However, it appears that this letter has not been sent 
to all Seniors Card holders.  The Retired Members 
Association will contact the Transport Department 
seeking to have this information distributed more 
widely.  I would advise members to purchase a few 
Pensioner/Senior Excursion tickets in advance from 
the fore mentioned agencies; otherwise you may 
risk having to pay the full fare.

Federal Budget
Of course, the biggest news of the month has been 
the Abbott government’s inequitable and regressive 
budget.

Contrary to the government’s claim that budget is in 
response to an escalating debt, the budget is clearly 
based on an ideology aimed almost exclusively at 
the less well-off and is drawing well deserved and 
widespread criticism.

The Prime Minister himself exposed the real purpose 
of the budget when just only days after the budget’s 
release, he was  telling us there would be an 
opportunity for the government to provide tax cuts 
in a couple of years.  Puzzling how we can have a 
government debt crisis, yet in the space of two years 
there will be tax cuts.
  
I have included in a sidebar to this article, a quote 
from Tony Abbott in 2012 in respect to the then 
government’s increase in tobacco excise.  The 
hypocrisy is stunning.   

After a month since the budget’s release, 
commentators and various organisations are stilling 
finding more expenditure cuts within the budget 
papers.  For example, the federal government will 
no longer fund the States for providing pensioners 
their discounts on electricity, council rates and 
car registration.  Fortunately, the NSW State 
Government has indicated it will continue to provide 
these discount in the next State budget.  However, 
the future of these discounts must come under 
pressure in future State Budgets as further Federal 
Budget cuts continue to take place.

The withdrawal of $80 billion dollars from the states 
will hit our hospitals with an expected closure of 
1200 beds.

The $7 surcharge on doctor’s visits will affect  
low-income families with children hardest and the 
much-vaunted medical research fund will not really 
bear fruit until 2020.  On the downside the CSIRO 
alone, already disadvantaged after the Howard era 
cuts, will take a hit of $111 million dollars over four 
years.

Welcome to the June 2014 Newsletter (cont’d)

PM Favours a Doctor Visit  
Co-Payment but is 
against taxes on 
cigarettes and alcohol 

“Rather than doing something about 
cost of living pressures, Labor had 
made a succession of tax grabs, 
reaching its long hand into the 
pockets of every single Australian to 
rip out their hard-earned incomes.”

“There’s the alcopops tax, which is  
going to rip $3.1 billion out of the  
pockets of Australian families over four 
years. There’s the cigarette tax which 
is going to rip $5 billion out over four 
years, Let’s face it, I don’t like smoking 
any more than the next person but  
overwhelmingly these are some of the 
least privileged, least well-off people in 
our community.”

Mr. Abbott then Opposition Leader had this to 
say in parliament on 25th May 2011 on the subject 

of increased taxes on alcohol and cigarettes.

Continued on Page 4
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The Retired Members Association recently received 
a message from Ted Mortimer to advise us of his 
new e-mail address.  Ted also had exciting news; 
Ted has been named Dubbo’s 2014 Senior Citizen 
of the Year.   

Ted was a 1948 Technician in Training and after 
completing his training returned to the Central 
West where Ted’s career spanned 41 years on 
exchange maintenance until his retirement in 
1995.

Councillor Mathew Dickerson, Dubbo Mayor 
presented Ted the award last March during  
NSW Seniors Week.  The Mayor said Ted Mortimer 
was an extremely worthy award recipient who is 
a hard working volunteer, contributing his time 
tirelessly to help others.

The Mayor went on to list Ted’s many and varied 
achievements including his 18 year involvement in 
the Probus Club of Dubbo and his work as a server 
and lay preacher for the Dubbo Anglican Church.”

Ted is also heavily involved in the Dubbo RSL Youth 
Club, volunteering his time to assist with coaching, 
refereeing or umpiring youth swimming, tennis, 
soccer and cricket teams.

The Retired Members Association also would like 
to add its congratulations to Ted for receiving 
Dubbo’s 2014 Senior Citizen of the Year.  Well-done 
Ted.

Ted Mortimer -  
Dubbo’s 2014 Senior Citizen of the Year

The abandonment of the Gonski Scheme will see a 
further erosion of funds to Government schools and 
the freeing up of the costs of university courses can 
only disadvantage the less well off.  Remember the 
Prime Minister’s claim prior to the Federal Election 
that Coalition and Labor were on a unity ticket when 
it came to education funding.

Retirement Age

And of course, there is the federal government 
decision to increase the retirement age to 70 
without community consultation.  Today, about 
200,00 Australians who are in their 50s and 60s are 
on a Newstart allowance, many will not find a job 
before they become eligible for the age pension.  In 
fact 85% of pensioners who go on to the full age 
pension at 65 years do so from either Newstart or 
Disability allowance.  Therefore, the government is 
not going to realise any significant savings.

The retirement changes are unlikely to affect the 
wealthy in the least but will condemn people with 
manual jobs, less skilled and lower paid to an extra 
period of paid drudgery or a life on the dole instead 
of the pension. 

You would be forgiven for thinking that the authors 
of this travesty either do not understand the 
plight of sections of society or simply don’t care.  
Unfortunately I think it is the latter.

Welcome to the June 2014 Newsletter (cont’d)

Budget Cost by Income Quintile
Cost per Family

Figures of income changes are from 2017-18, the 
�nal year of budget estimates.
Source: National Centre for Economic Modelling

Income Level
$ 0 - $35,000 $ 35,000 -$45,000 $ 45,000 -$63,000 $ 63,000 -$89,000 $ 89,000 +

$
1

0
5

9
 p

a

$
1

4
5

1
 p

a $
2

3
1

6
 p

a

$
8

2
2

 
p

a

$
6

8
2

 p
a



- 5 -

CWU Retired Members Association Newsletter

June 2014

Left Photo (Left to Right):  Brian Wheeler, Brian Hayes and Bob Rose. Top Right Photo: Brian Wheeler and Fred Matthews.

Fred Matthews - OBN Award Presentation

Former Training School Instructors Brian Wheeler, Brian Hayes and Bob Rose recently visited their former 
workmate Fred Matthews at his Forster retirement home.  Fred recently turned ninety and his visitors 
took the opportunity to present Fred with the Retired Members Association’s “Over Bloody Ninety” (OBN) 
award.  

Fred worked most of his career as a technical instructor and as principal at a number of training schools.  
Fred has been a member of the Retired Members Association for 22 years.

I am sure all members will join in wishing Fred congratulations on achieving ninety and for his OBN award.

NRMA 
SpeciAl pReSeNtAtioN 
JuNe GeNeRAl MeetiNG.
The Retired Members Association has invited a NRMA representative to make a 
presentation at our June General Meeting to be held at 10.15 am on Thursday,  
26th June 2014.  See the front page of this newsletter for the meeting’s normal location 
details.
There has been a number changes to road rules in N.S.W., the presentation will give members the 
opportunity to be acquainted the new road rules and perhaps ask questions on motoring in general. 



CWU Retired Members Association Newsletter

CWU, Retired Members’ Association’s Newsletter
22 CAMERON AVENUE,
BAULKUM HILLS NSW  2153

POSTAGE
PAID

AUSTRALIA

John Lane

RMA Annual Trip Away to Armidale

This year the Retired Members Association annual trip-away is to Armidale.  The rip-away will take place 
between 15th and 19th September 2014.

We have arranged accommodation at the City Centre 
Motor Inn.  The motel is situated within two blocks of 
the Armidale CBD.

Part of the trip-away will include two bus tours 
on the Tuesday and Thursday.  The first bus tour is 
the Waterfall Tour that will take in the township of 
Dorrigo including the nearby state forest.  The second 
tour will be based around the university town of 
Armidale and its surround area (to be decided).

For those wishing to go by XPT train will be leaving 
on the Monday (15th September) and returning on the 
Friday.  Unfortunately, at this time group bookings are 
not available but we should have a group booking by 
July or August.  

Already, we have over thirty people going, and if you 
would like to join them, please contact John Lane at 
our monthly general meeting, e-mail John Lane at 
a-lane@bigpond.com or call me on 0417238687.


