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Welcome to your May issue of the Newsletter. Despite the terrible weather conditions in 
Sydney, the April General Meeting was well attended.  Thirty-three brave souls turning up with 

six others sending their apologies.

Perhaps the reason for the good attendance was that we had Mr Laurie Ferguson MP for Werriwa as our guest 
speaker.  Before politics Laurie was a research officer for the Liquor Hospitality Miscellaneous Workers Union.  
Laurie entered politics in 1984 as the member for Granville in the New South Wales Legislative Assembly.  
Laurie represented Granville until 1990 when he then entered federal politics as the member for Reid. He 
succeeded the late Tom Uren following his retirement from politics.  After 
electoral amalgamations, Laurie became the federal representative for 
Werriwa at the 2010 Federal Election.   

While in Federal Parliament, Laurie 
has had a particular interest in Foreign 
Affairs, Immigration, Multicultural issues, 
Housing and Urban sustainability and the 
environment, overseas aid, and industry 
development.  As a member of the 
Shadow Ministry, his roles have included 
Immigration, Veterans’ Affairs and Defence 
Personnel, Multicultural Affairs, Urban 
Development and Consumer Affairs.
Laurie’s presentation on Canberra politics, both past and present was open and 
informative.  After his presentation, he answered members’ questions particularly 
on Labor’s future policy direction.  Later, Laurie joined us at lunch.  We much 
appreciate your time, Laurie.
Among the apologies tendered was that of Dave Morgan, a committeeman. Dave 
has been in hospital for the last three weeks, I am sure all members will join me in 
wishing Dave a speedy recovery.  I would ask that you contact either the Welfare 
Officer, Peter Hack or me for information on Dave’s progress.  Currently, my 
Internet is not functioning; Telstra assures me that they will be attending to the 
fault on the 14th of this month.  Therefore, until later in the month, a phone call is 
the best means of contact.
On the political front, it was pleasing to hear that the Abbott Government after 
strenuous lobbying from pensioner groups, including the Combined Pensioners 
and Superannuants Association,  has reversed their previous decision on 
pension indexation.   The government now has plans for expenditure savings by 
restricting eligibility for both the full and part pensions for the wealthy.  It will be 
interesting to see the details in the upcoming budget.
Perhaps in the future, there will be less rhetoric from the federal government 
on the subject of alleged inter-generational theft particularly concerning senior 
Australians. It is a annoying having to listen and read this, considering most of us 
have paid personal tax for forty plus years.  Also on the subject of pensions, many 
of RMA members are in receipt of Commonwealth Superannuation Scheme (CSS) 
pension will continue use CPI as their indexation method.  
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Retired Members Association
The Association meets on the  

Fourth Thursday of the month from  
February (AGM) through to November

Meetings start at 10.15 am
With two exceptions the venue is the  

Finance Sector Union (FSU)  
Meeting Room:  Level 2,  
321 Pitt Street, Sydney

This year the RMA will hold two  
General Meetings outside of Sydney

28th May - Woy Woy Leagues Club 
82 Blackwall Road, Woy Woy

23rd July - O’Donoghues Pub 
99 Great Western Highway, Emu Plains 

(The Newsletter will have more details for the 
outside of Sydney General Meetings closer to 

their dates)
 

www.cwuretiredmembers.org
 

Office Bearers:

President Vince Haywood 
� 02  9457 9828 
 vinceglen@gmail.com 

Secretary Bruce Muirhead 
� 02 9639 0990 
 muirhead@bigpond.com

Treasurer Bob Hamblion 
� 02 9502 2525

Assistant 
Secretary

Bruce Noake 
 bnoake@bigpond.net.au

Welfare  
Officer

Peter Hack 
� 0408 969 530  
 hackysnr@bigpond.net.au

Social  
Secretary

John Lane 
� 0417 238 687 
  a-lane@bigpond.com

Webmaster Bruce Coxall 
� 02 9597 2224 
� 0418 414 658 
 webadmin@cwuretired.org

Newsletter 
Editor

Paul Rewhorn 
�  02 46278552 
� 0418 626625 
 pdrewhorn@me.com

Articles or notices for the newsletter should be 
received by the editor by the last Wednesday 

of the month

Map for Woy Woy Leagues Club From Railway 
Station
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As a result, the value of their pensions will 
continue to erode to a level that would have 
impacted on age pensioners.
I would like to remind members that our 
May General Meeting will be at the Woy Woy 
Leagues Club.  The club is generous to donate 
us meeting time and space.  We thank them 
for this.  The Woy Woy meeting is always 
a great day and gives the Sydneysiders a 
chance to meet up with our Central Coast and 
Novocastrian members and past workmates.  
Transport details are in this newsletter.
Finally, I would suggest you have a read of the 
details for this year’s trip-away to Broken Hill.  I 
would like to thank John lane for his hard work 
putting this trip together. 

Bye for now 

Vince.

Welcome to the May 2015 Issue  
(Cont’d)



The April newsletter announced we were 
looking at the possibility of travelling to 
Broken Hill for our annual trip away.  I can 
now confirm that trip away will be to  
Broken Hill between Monday, 26th October 
and Saturday, 31st October 2015 inclusive.
Arrangements for this year’s trip away are different to 
the conditions for our past trips.  NSW TrainLink will 
be managing the complete booking for travel and 
accommodation.  

The conditions are:

•	 $300 deposit required ASAP to secure booking. 
This is non-refundable due to airline component.  
I would advise you book early to ensure an  
available for the return flight to Sydney.

•	 NSW TrainLink will refund any rail reservation 
provided that reservation is cancelled prior to 
your departure. Bookings cancelled within  
7 days of travel incur a $5.50 cancellation fee. 
If the customer is using a free pension travel 
voucher, they will have their voucher reaccred-
ited upon payment of the cancellation fee (if 
applicable). As a 3rd party provider, Silver City 
Tours who will provide your accommodation and 
touring have their own cancellation policy as 
follows:

§	15-45 days prior will incur a 25% cancellation 
fee

§	7-14 days prior will incur a 50% cancellation 
fee within 7 days no refund.  

      NSW TrainLink recommends all customers 
consider a travel insurance policy. 

•	 Final numbers and payment will be required  
45 days prior to travel with the exception of the 
$300 non refundable deposit which will be  
required ASAP to secure the flights. 

•	 You can pay direct only at NSW TrainLink at 
Central railway or by credit card over the phone.  

They accept Visa, Amex and MasterCard. 
TrainLink need to know which station each  
customer intends to join the train from and if you 
will use the Sydney Trains network to connect 
with the Broken Hill train on that Monday  
morning so that can be included free of charge 
in your rail ticket. The train leaves from Sydney 
Central at 0618. It also stops at Strathfield at 
0630, Parramatta at 0641 and Penrith at 0704. 

•	 When booking ask for Michelle Douglass. Phone 
on 9379 3800 to make sure she is on shift.  When 
booking quote booking Reference No: MKL279.

•	 You will also need to produce a valid pension 
or senior’s card for your concession. If you have 
travelled recently the card number is acceptable, 
however if you are not recognized by their 
system you will need to physically produce the 
card so the correct concession can be provided. 

•	 If you have any questions of Michelle she will 
be happy to answer them. Simply call and ask 
to speak to her. If I she is not available she will 
return your call. I will probably know most 
answers: a-lane@bigpond.com 

•	 The trip includes fares, transfers, accommodation, 
tours, six light breakfasts and one lunch.

•	 The Broken Hill trips prices quoted by TrainLink 
are:

Price Adult Concession Pensioner Travel 
Voucher 

Sole use $1355 $1342 $1272 

Twin share $1077 $1066 $994 
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Broken Hill Tripway Bookings Now Open
John Lane
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Autumn is now upon us and the Retired Members Association will have its 
annual Autumn Leaves lunch at the Springwood Bowling Club on Thursday,  

21 May 2014.

The train timetables to and from Springwood are as follows:
The train from Sydney departs Central at 10.18 am, then 
Strathfield 10.31 am, Parramatta 10.43 am, Blacktown 10.52 am, 
Penrith 11.06 am and arriving Springwood 11.37am
For members who live west of Springwood, a train departs 
Lithgow at 9.25 am, then arrives at Katoomba 10.14 am and 
Springwood 10.54 am.  There is also a train that departs 
Katoomba at 11.14 am arriving Springwood 11.54 am
Going Home from Springwood to Central, a train departs 
Springwood at 1.54 pm, then arrives at Penrith 2.25 pm, Blacktown 
2.39 pm, Parramatta 2.49 pm, Strathfield 3.01 pm, arrives at 
Central 3.14 pm.
The next trains depart from Springwood for Central depart at 
2.54 pm, 3.24 pm, 3.54 pm, 4.24 pm
Going home to the West, a train departs Springwood at 1.37pm, 
then arrives at Katoomba 2.17 pm, Lithgow 3.05 pm 
Other trains depart Springwood to Katoomba at 2.37 pm and 3.37 
pm.  Trains going onto to Lithgow depart at 3.37 pm and  
4.37 pm

Trains to Woy Woy

Trains from Woy Woy

8.45 am 8.58 am 9.07 am 9.10 am 9.22 am 10.01 am

1.56pm 1.43 pm 1.33 pm 1.30 pm 1.20 pm
12.35 pm 12.52 pm

12.44 pm
12.26 pm

2.26 pm 2.13 pm 2.03 pm 2.00 pm     1.50 pm

1.46 pm (arr)
1.51 pm (dep)

2.03 pm

  1.15 pm   1.36 pm  1.03 pm 2.46 pm (arr) 3.03 pm

  2.35 pm   2.52 pm 3.58 pm 4.15 pm

  1.11 pm
2.56 pm 2.43 pm 2.33 pm 2.30 pm 2.20 pm   1.44 pm
3.26 pm 3.13 pm 3.03 pm 3.00 pm 2.50 pm   2.11 pm

  2.26 pm
3.56 pm 3.43 pm 3.33 pm 3.30 pm 3.20 pm   2.44 pm

9.19 am9.36 am9.44 am 8.19 am(arr)
8.25 am(dep)

8.05 am

MAY GENERAL MEETING
TRAIN TIMETABLE

WOY WOY LEAGUES CLUB, 82 Blackwall Rd, Woy Woy

on Thursday, 28 May 2015; 
Commencing 10.15 am

Note there are two services that leave Woy Woy for 
 Gosford and Newcastle at 1.26 pm and 2 pm 

Centr
al

Str
at

hfie
ld

East
w

ood
Eppin

g

Horn
sb

y

W
oy 

W
oy

W
yo

ng

G
osf

ord

Ham
ilt

on

New
cast

le



CWU Retired Members Association Newsletter

CWU, Retired Members’ Association’s Newsletter
22 CAMERON AVENUE,
BAULKHAM HILLS NSW  2153

POSTAGE
PAID

AUSTRALIA

Membership Tributes
Roy Kable

The Retired Members Association is sad to inform 
that member Roy Kable passed away last March 
at the age of 89.  Roy was a member of our 
Association for over twenty-four years.
Roy worked for the PMG/Telecom since 1941 
commencing as a telegram messenger.  Soon after 
he transferred to a trainee telephone mechanic 
position.  After the Second World War he resumed 
his training and then progressed to a Supervising 
technician position within a number of Installation 
depots.  Roy was appointed as a Principal Technical 
Officer over sighting the conversion to crossbar.   
By 1984 his area and scope of responsibility 
had grown to cover the southern half of NSW, 
as manager of exchange installation, again he 
was responsible for introduction of a new switch 
technology.
Roy retired in 1990 after 50 years service with 
Telstra; he pursued new interests at Ettalong with 
his devoted wife, Pat. 
The Retired Members Association extends its 
deepest sympathies to Roy’s daughters Chris and 
Trish, their families and Roy’s friends.
The Association thanks Roy’s son-in-law  
Warren Pennell for advising of Roy’s passing away.   

Jack  Sparks 

The Retired Members Association is sad to inform 
that member Jack Sparks passed away in October 
2014.
Jack had been a member of our Association since 
1996.  Jack worked at City North and Central 
Exchanges for many years.   Jack left the then 
PMG in the 1960s to move to the South Coast.  
There he conducted a very successful building 
and construction business. Jack finally settled in 
Tasmania.   
The Retired Members Association extends its 
deepest sympathies and condolences to Jack’s 
family and friends.

Jack Fletcher

The Association is sad to report that Jack 
Fletcher after a long illness with cancer passed 
away on Friday, 20th March 2015.  
Jack worked on Exchange Installation mainly in 
the Sydney CBD at City North, Pitt and Dalley 
Exchanges.  Outside of work, Jack was a keen 
fisherman and attended most Pitt API functions.
Jack is survived by wife Margaret, sons and a 
daughter.   The Retired Members Association 
extends its deepest sympathies and condolences 
to Jack’s wife Margaret, his children and friends.


