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I report with deep sadness the passing of John Pomroy, a member of our Association 
and a close friend.
John passed away on the 14th September at Concord Hospital where he was receiving palliative care for a 
brain tumour.  John was 74 years of age.
I last visited John in the hospital for the last time on the 6th September, we reminisced about our time 
with the Union.  We both served on Branch Council for many years from the early 1970s.  Over this time, we 
became firm friends.
Before I go  onto to mention John’s achievements in the Union movement, his career in PMG/Telecom/
Telstra and his interests outside of work.  I need to acknowledge how important family was to John.   What 
John achieved in life is due in no small measure to the love and support he received from his family.
Most important to John Pomroy was his family.  John married Carole in 1967, at St Mary’s Catholic Church in 

Concord, the same church where Carole’s parents and grandparents had married.  
John and Carole had two daughters Leanne and Sharon.  They had grandchildren 
Benjamin, Emily, Katelyn and Adam.  

John epitomised the ideal Union 
member and representative.  He 
was quietly spoken, but when he 
spoke branch councillors, members 
and management would pay 
attention.  He always represented 
the members with dedication 
and determination whether it 
was a major issue or an individual 
member’s grievance.
 
Being a Union representative for the Workshops was not an easy placement 
within the Union’s organisation.  Workshops employed large numbers from 
highly paid engineers to Production Assistants.  It was the Production Assistants, 
that John worked hardest for, to improve their conditions, promotional 
opportunities and take home pay.
The Workshops were under continued threat of either closure or cutbacks.  This 
was long before other parts of the PMG and Telecom began to experience the 
same problems.  John worked tirelessly for his members; he advocated for their 
future and constantly demonstrated to management that the workshops could 
make a contribution if given the opportunity.  It is a tribute to John’s unflagging 
efforts that the Workshops remained part of PMG/Telecom structure longer than 
many may otherwise have expected or wanted.
John was not just about defending the Workshops, he worked to introduce a 
new structure within the Workshops.  A new production assistant structure was 
introduced, this achieved a pay increase for 80 percent of the members.
John’s career with the PMG started as a Technician in Training at the Ryde 
Telephone Exchange in 1956.  After Ryde, he went onto the Telecom Workshops 
at St Peters for many years.  Later, he was to take up a technical instructor 
position at the North Strathfield Training School.  John really enjoyed his trainer 
role.  

Continued on Page 2
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It was at North Strathfield, John accepted a position with 
the Alarm Management System Training team. This role 
took John to all parts of Australia.  John took voluntary 
redundancy from Telstra in December 1997 after 42 years.
Outside of Telstra and the Union, John took a keen 
interest in sport especially tennis and bowls.  John and 
wife Carole both enjoyed playing tennis on a Saturday 
afternoon at Hardwicke Street, Riverwood for many years.  
John and Carole passed their love of tennis on to their 
two daughters Leanne and Sharon who both played 
junior tennis.  John received an “Order of Australia Medal” 
(OAM) for his service to the development of junior tennis.
A funeral service was held for John on Friday,  
18th September.   A number of Retired Members 
Association members and fellow Branch Councillors were 
in attendance.   John will also remain in our thoughts for 
the fine work he did on behalf of the Union movement 
and most of all for the privilege of having known him.  
I know all members will join me in extending their 
condolences and deepest sympathies to wife Carol, 
daughters Leanne and Sharon, grandchildren Benjamin, 
Emily, Katelyn and Adam, other family and his many 
friends.

RETIRED MEMBERS ASSOCIATION   
GENERAL MEETING

Finance Sector Union (FSU)  
Meeting Room:  Level 2,  
321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Thursday, 22nd October
Starts at 10.15am

All Welcome
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John Patrick Bartley
The Retired Members Association is sad to inform 
members that John Patrick Bartley (known as Jack to his 
workmates) passed away on the 18th September 2015.  
Jack was 84 years of age.  A funeral service for Jack was 
held at St Felix Catholic Church, Bankstown on Thursday, 
24 September.   A number of former workmates and RMA 
members attended the service to honour Jack.
Jack had been a member of the Retired Members 

Association for 21 years.  Jack early in his 
career worked at Narrandera where he 
met his wife Norma.  Jack later moved to 
Sydney where he worked at Dalley Street 
and Haymarket.   
At Haymarket, Jack worked initially on 
the introduction of the new ARM trunk 

exchange, a new type of crossbar exchange that enabled 
the introduction of subscriber trunk dialling in the 1960’s.  
For its time it was a relatively new type of exchange switch 
and its introduction was complicated by the continued 
need for modifications and its interface with the older 
“step by step” telephone exchanges.  Jack was one of the 
foremost experts in the technology.  Jack later took up 
a Principal Technical Officer position as a shift leader at 
the Carrier Terminal also located at Haymarket until his 
retirement in 1993.
Jack enjoyed the company of his workmates attending 
many of Hatmarket’s  social functions with his family.  
I remember going on two sailing holidays in the 
Whitsundays with Jack and other workmates at Haymarket.  
Jack was particularly keen on navigation; I can still picture 
him at the table looking over the charts of the Whitsunday 
Islands.  He could always tell us exactly where we were and 
the best heading to take to our desired destination.   
Jack lived most of his life at Bankstown and Yagoona and 
later in life moved to Penrith to be closer to his children 
and his grandchildren.
The Association extends its deep sympathy and 
condolences to Jack’s wife Norma, immediate family, 
Christine and Allan, Kelvin and Tracey and David, his five 
grandchildren and seven great grandchildren and his many 
workmates and friends. 

Arthur Collison
The Retired Members Association is sad to inform 
members that Arthur Collison passed away on the 24th 
September. 2015  Arthur was 87 years of age.  A funeral 
service was held for Arthur at the Anglican Church, 
Macksville on Wednesday, 30 September 2015.
Arthur had been a member of the Retired Members 
Association for over twelve years.  Arthur was very 
well respected by both his workmates and the local 
Macksville community.
Arthur was a trainee in the “Class of ‘46”.  He came 
to Macksville as a Supervising Technician in the mid 
1950s.  He remained in this position in various levels 
and designations at Macksville Telephone Exchange 
except for a short term as the first Internal Plant 
Coordinator (IPM) at Kempsey.  However, he chose 
to return to his old position at Macksville where he 
remained until his retirement in1988.
The Association extends its deep sympathy and 
condolences to Arthur’s wife Dorothy, children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and friends.

 Robert George Gardiner
The Retired Members Association is sad to report that  
Robert (Bob) Gardiner passed away on Tuesday,  
25th August 2015.  Robert was 91 years of age.
Robert was a member of the Retired Members 
Association for over twenty-one years.  Robert leaves 
Gladys his wife of 67 years.
Robert worked as a sign writer throughout  
New South Wales.  He only recently had surrendered 
his drivers licence. 
The Association extends its deep sympathy and 
condolences to Robert’s wife Gladys, immediate 
family Jan and John, his two grand children and two 
great grand children and his friends.

Douglas Norman Arabin
The Retired Members Association is sad to report that  
Douglas Arabin passed away on Thursday, the  
1st October 2015.  Douglas was 81 years of age.
Douglas was a member of the Retired Members 
Association for over fifteen years.
Douglas was a 1950 Technician in Training.  During his 
career, Douglas worked in at both the Material Testing 
Laboratory and on Exchange Maintenance in the 
Bankstown area.
The Association extends its deep sympathy and 
condolences to Douglas’ wife Jill and children Peter, 
Mark and Kaylene, other family members and friends.

John (Bluey) Graham
The Retired Members Association is sad to report 
that John Graham passed away suddenly on 
Thursday, 24th September 2015.  A funeral service 
was held for John at Griffith on Wednesday,  
30th September 2015.  
John worked at the Griffith Telephone Exchange and 
was well known throughout the Riverina and within 
the Union movement.
The Association extends its deep sympathy and  
condolences to John’s family and friends.  The 
Association wishes to thank Mick Byron for 
informing us of John’s passing.
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I have good news on Alan Stevens, he is now 
home after twenty-one days in hospital.  Toni 
tells me he is very and will have has to take it 
very easy over the coming weeks.  He enjoys 
the ice blocks and has lost 6 kg and wishes to 
thank members for their cards, phone calls 
and visits.
An update on Leo Carroll.  I had a call from 
Aileen Carroll who told me that Leo is now at 
the “The Palms” at Kirrawee for respite care.  
Aileen expects him to be there for the long 
term.  Leo recently was admitted to hospital 
with pneumonia.  Aileen tells me he sleeps 
most of the time however he does awake and 
will talk for a while.
Kevin Connell turned 88 years of age on the  
1st October.  Happy Birthday wishes Kevin.
 Bob Rose has just ventured out doors for 
the first time since breaking his ankle back in 
June.  He is slowly on the mend these types of 
breaks take a bit longer as we age.  I told him 
if he was still at the school, he would have two 
broken legs from kicking our tails.
John Loudon is still doing it tough as his 
kidneys are not liking the antibiotics used 
for his infection.  He is about to have a skin 
cancer removed.  He hopes to catch-up with 
everyone soon.

John and Cath Hickey are now travelling 
better.  They are doing physio and will be 
hitting the pool soon.
I had a recent conversation with  
Kevin Crocker, both Kevin and Jan are 
doing well for two 80 year olds.
Ralph Britten survived the recent floods 
at Sussex Inlet.  Although he was  ok was 
isolated during the rain and unable to 
make the recent general meeting.
Margret Thomson enjoyed her cruise 
and also did the Postman’s run on the 
Hawkesbury River and and ran into John 
Murray and his wife.
My son-in-law, Neil drove for the first time 
since his accident just recently.  We did 
a trip to Wagga to do shopping.  On the 
return trip, my youngest grandson says 
“Dad I feel sick”.  Before we could stop the 
car, it was cop this lot.  I have just spent 
the last two hours stripping and cleaning 
the car. 
For all those members going to Broken 
Hill at the end of the month have a beer 
for me at the Musso’s club and check out 
the Chandellar.

Membership News
Peter Hack

For more important social function 
news, please go the back page.
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Vince Haywood
Welcome to the October 2015 Issue

Since our last newsletter, we have seen a change in leadership of the Federal Government.  
What impact this will have on retirees is not known now.

Prime Minister Turnbull has called for enquiries into 
the taxation system and claims he will rule nothing 
in or out.  Susan Ley the Federal health minister has 
commenced a review of the Medicare system. She 
argues that many of Medicare’s items are outdated 
and the whole schedule of items is far too complex.  
The medical co-payment fee is still fresh in our 
minds.  So let us hope this not a simple cost-cutting 
exercise because these types of reviews have a 
history if disadvantaging the less well off in the 
community. 
Mr Morrison, the new treasurer reaffirmed the 
previous treasurer’s belief that federal budget 
problem is with expenditure, not revenue.  He is 
foreshowing new measures to reduce expenditure.  
He also wants to reduce personal and company 
taxes.  Revenue (as a percentage of GDP) has fallen 
by 2 percent since the Global Financial Crisis (GFC), 
and now is at the lowest level in sixty years.  Let 
us hope the federal government has the common 
sense to address both expenditure and revenue 
and to do so in a fair way.    I trust we will not have 
to endure another Commission of Audit comprised 
almost solely of Business Council of Australia 
representatives making taxation and expenditure 
recommendations.
The Union movement is mobilising in anticipation 
that there may be an early election.  There was a 
“Call to Action” meeting for retired trade unionists 
and their Associations on the 21st September.   
Over hundred attendees from seventeen different 
groups assembled in the Trades Hall auditorium. 
Secretary Bruce Muirhead, Assistant Secretary 
Bruce Noake and Committeeman Jim Spencer 
and I attended.   The key issues identified were the 
defence of Medicare, education and retirement 

rights. The ultimate aim is to use retirees’ knowledge 
and availability to door knock and leaflet marginal 
electorates to ensure these important matters are 
not eroded.
Just recently, I spent time with the State Secretary 
of the Communications Workers Union, Alex Jansen, 
handing out information to Telstra employees 
on a proposed new workplace agreement.  This 
agreement if implemented will see pay rates being 
effectively set by Officers-in-Charge and a much-
diminished redundancy agreement.  Alex also 
mentioned that a lot of the planning and design in 
the company was now being outsourced via 457 
visas.
On the subject of outsourcing, there has been 
much reporting in the media concerning the 
China and Australia Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) 
and, in particular, its threat to Australian jobs and 
employment conditions.  The Labor Party while 
supporting the free trade agreement has voiced 
concern with regard to local jobs and employment 
conditions.  The Federal Government has dismissed 
these concerns.  The Labor Party has argued for 
legislation to ensure Australian jobs and conditions. 
Given the different opinions of both the major 
parties, perhaps we should look at the actual 
agreement. 
Chapter 10, stipulates regarding the temporary 
entry of skilled workers, “neither country shall 
put any limit on the number of visas, or require 
labour market testing, economic needs testing or 
other procedures of similar effect as a condition for 
temporary entry”.
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The “Side Letter on Skills Assessment” states 
“Australia will remove the requirement for 
mandatory skills assessment for the following 
10 occupations”, the letter lists the occupations: 
automotive electrician, cabinetmaker, carpenter, 
carpenter and joiner, diesel motor mechanic, 
electrician (general and special class), joiner, 
motor mechanic and motorcycle mechanic. 
The September General Meeting was well attended. 
Bruce Coxall gave a presentation on the Internet.  
He was able to impart all the relevant information 
in a way that even I was able to grasp. We all look 
forward to the second part of Bruce’s presentation 
on the World Wide Web at our October meeting.
John Lane has been busy putting together the 
last of the social functions for the year.  I draw 
your attention to the lunch at the Sydney Rower’s 
Club lunch.  This was very popular last year.  Then 
there is our Christmas Party at the Petersham RSL 
in November.  Details for both functions are in this 
month’s newsletter.

Plans for our Broken Hill trip away are now complete, 
all we have to do now is make sure we catch that 
early morning train.  I contacted our sole member 
in Broken Hill. Phillip Hohnberg, and he is keen to 
meet us and will arrange for a few other ex-Telstra 
employees to meet as well.  We look forward to 
catching up with Phil and others.
On a very sad note, I attended the funeral of a very 
special friend of mine, John Pomroy.  I first met John 
back in the early seventies when we were both 
members of the New South Wales Branch Council 
of the ATEA.  John had been very sick for some time 
and before his passing was receiving palliative care 
in Concord Hospital.   I was joined at the service 
by former New South Wales union officials Ron 
Nimmo, John Lane, Paul Rewhorn, Bruce Coxall and 
Peter Clarke.  Our thoughts are with Carole, Leanne, 
Sharon and their extended families.   There is a 
further tribute to John in this issue.
Bye for now,
Vince

Welcome to the October 2015 Issue (cont’d)

More News on Social Functions John Lane

Members who receive our newsletter via email may not have 
seen the advertisement for the Sydney Rowers Club lunch.  Full 
details are in this issue of newsletter. The editor apologies for this 
oversight while preparing the newsletter layout.  For those who 
book for the lunch with and later may need to cancel, could you 
contact Warren Morley on 9799 5566 and let him know.

I have now confirmed the Christmas lunch at the Petersham RSL 
on the 19th November.  The club has just completed renovations.  
The notice for lunch advises there is no lift at Petersham.  For 
members who may find this difficult, we have included a bus 
timetable.  As you may be aware bus timetables have changes in 
October due to the closure of Georges Street for buses.  We have 
checked the new times and bus stops but please check again in 

the November issue as there may be further changes, perhaps 
you should arrive a little earlier. 

Steve Flynn turns 70 on Melbourne Cup day this year. He is 
having a birthday lunch at the Boatshed Café,  
131 Prince Edward Park Road, Woronora. 

If you would like to attend and celebrate with Steve, please 
give him a call on either 9545 3222 or 0417 374 275.  This 
would allow him to give the restaurant the actual numbers 
attending.  The celebration is a BYO affair. If you wish to 
arrive there by public transport, you can take a 965 bus from 
Sutherland station or you may prefer a pleasant 20 minute walk 
(downhill) from the station. Hope to see you there.


